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In this new edition of his powerfully 
original work, Schuon covers an array of 
metaphysical, cosmological, and 
anthropological subjects. In the book’s 
signature essay, entitled “To Have a 
Center,” the author surveys the ambiguous 
phenomenon of modern genius, showing 
how Western humanistic society has 
replaced the time-honored veneration of the 
saint and the hero with the cult of 
individualistic “genius.” In other notable 
essays, Schuon deals with the relation 
between intelligence and character, the 
distinction between historical Gnosticism 
and pure gnosis, the degrees and dimensions 
of theism, the spiritual messages of David, 
Shankara, and Honen, and the symbolism of 
Plains Indian vestments. 

            This Book Contains 

 A total of 65 pages of completely new 
material 

 A new translation from the original 
French, correcting errors and omissions in the previous edition 

 A new appendix of previously unpublished letters and other writings, shedding fresh 
light on key themes in the book 

 A new Editor’s Preface by Harry Oldmeadow  
 A new Glossary of Foreign Terms and an Index 
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Praise for Frithjof Schuon 
 “Schuon’s thought does not demand that we agree or disagree, but that we understand or do not 
understand. Such writing is of rare and lasting value.” 
—Times Literary Supplement 
 

“Schuon is unsurpassed—and I would add unequalled—as a writer on comparative religion. . . . If I were 
asked who is the greatest writer of our time, I would say Frithjof Schuon without hesitation.” 
—Martin Lings, author of Ancient Beliefs and Modern Superstitions 
 
“The highest praise that I can offer concerning the writings of Frithjof Schuon is that they are worthy of 
their subject matter—the teachings of the great spiritual traditions. Whether one’s views are supported 
or challenged by these writings, any serious person will feel grateful to be confronted by such a 
generously discerning intellect and to witness the emergence of authentic contemplative thought in this 
darkening time.” 
—Jacob Needleman, editor of The Sword of Gnosis 
 
 

Praise for To Have a Center 
“Translated from the French, this collection of essays on the philosophy of religion reflects the author’s 
search for a sense of the spiritual in all of human life. . . . This is a very challenging and scholarly work for 
all seeking the Sophia Perennis, ‘the timeless metaphysical truth underlying the diverse religions.’” 
—Choice Magazine 

 
“By the power and transparency of its thought—faithful echo of a suprahuman teaching—[this book] is 
truly a ‘light on the way’ for the discerning reader.” 
—Jean Hani, author of Sacred Royalty and The Black Virgin  

  

                  About Frithjof Schuon 
Frithjof Schuon (1907-1998) is best known as the foremost spokesman of the 
Perennial Philosophy. A gifted artist and poet, he wrote more than two dozen books 
on metaphysical, spiritual, artistic, and ethnic themes and was a regular contributor 
to journals on comparative religion in both Europe and America. Schuon’s writings 
have been consistently featured and reviewed in a wide range of scholarly and 
philosophical publications around the world, respected by both scholars and 
spiritual authorities. 

 

 About Harry Oldmeadow 
Harry Oldmeadow was Coordinator of Philosophy and Religious 
Studies at La Trobe University Bendigo, Australia, until his recent retirement. 
An acknowledged authority on the perennialist school of comparative 
religious thought, he is the author of numerous works, including the 
award-winning Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial Philosophy and 
Frithjof Schuon and the Perennial Philosophy. He lives in Australia. 


