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This collection of essays by Leo Schaya (1916-
1986), author of the much-acclaimed Universal

: Meaning of the Kabbalah, is only his second

book to appear in English. Incorporating
previously unpublished materials, this new work
considers not only the Jewish mystical doctrine of
the Kabbalah, but also the universal and perennial
aspects at the very heart of Judaism itself. Schaya
looks through Judaism’s particular forms and
demonstrates that at its core it reveals the same
mysterious universal Source from which all of the
great religious traditions of the world draw their
spiritual sustenance and energy.
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% An Editor’s Preface by Roger Gaetani
% A Foreword by Patrick Laude of Georgetown
University

R

¢ Nine essays on the Kabbalah by Leo Schaya

*

¢ A Glossary, List of Sources, Bios, and an
Index.
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Praise foy* This Book

“[This work] constitutes a profoundly important contribution to the understanding of the depths
of both Judaic and universal spiritual truth. May it result in the long overdue recognition of
Schaya’s great importance for both scholars and seekers alike!”

—Jacob Needleman, San Francisco State University, author of Finding My Religion

“Schaya was not only a scholar of Kabbalah and Judaism who was deeply attuned to the world of
the Psalms . . . [he] was, in spiritual temperament, an unconditional pilgrim of the Absolute
endowed with an intense mystical love for the One. . . . The texts herein judiciously selected by
Roger Gaetani from among Schaya’s most accessible works, offer a splendid testimony to the
author’s inspiring focus on the One.”

—Patrick Laude, Georgetown University, editor of Pray Without Ceasing: The Way of the
Invocation in World Religions

“Much of Leo Schaya’s unique exploration of the most universal aspects of Jewish doctrine has
been collected in this book. Taken together, including a newly found article, this volume presents
a powerful argument for Judaism’s little-understood kinship with the other great religions of the
world.”

—Roger Gaetani, editor of Sufism: Love and Wisdom and A Spirit of Tolerance: The Inspiring
Life of Tierno Bokar

About the Authowr

Leo Schaya (1916-1986) was born in Switzerland, but spent much
of his life in Nancy, France. He was a prolific author and editor of
works on comparative religion, esoterism, and the Perennial
Philosophy. Following in the Perennialist current of earlier authors
such as René Guénon, Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, Frithjof Schuon,
and Titus Burckhardt, Schaya’s work was unique in its focus on the
Semitic monotheistic traditions, and particularly on Judaism. Schaya
was editor of two different French language journals on
Comparative Religion, Etudes Traditionnelles and Connaissance des
Religions, and was the author of The Universal Meaning of the
Kabbalah. Although widely published in his native German, and
French, this is only his second book to be published in English. He
died in 1986.

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information.



About the Editor

Roger Gaetani is an American editor, educator, and translator. He was educated in the United
States (at Syracuse University and Indiana University), but spent a number of years in Morocco
and Saudi Arabia as a teacher. Gaetani co-edited, with Jean-Louis Michon, Sufism: Love and
Wisdom (World Wisdom, 2006), and edited 4 Spirit of Tolerance: The Inspiring Life of Tierno
Bokar by Amadou Hampaté Ba (World Wisdom, 2008). His most recent publication is the
translation, from the original French, of Eric Geoffroy’s book Introduction to Sufism: The Inner
Path of Islam.

About the Author of the Foreword

Patrick Laude is a French philosopher, author, editor, and educator. He has been on the faculty
of Georgetown University since 1991. Since 2006 Dr. Laude has taught theology and humanities
courses at the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar. He is the author of the
numerous works in French and English, including Frithjof Schuon: Life and Teachings (co-
authored with Jean-Baptiste Aymard, SUNY Press, 2004), Singing the Way: Insights in Poetry
and Spiritual Transformation (World Wisdom, 2005), Pathways to an Inner Islam: Massignon,
Corbin, Guénon, and Schuon (SUNY Press, 2010), Louis Massignon: The Vow and the Oath
(The Matheson Trust, 2011), and Universal Dimensions of Islam: Studies in Comparative
Religion (World Wisdom, 2011).
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