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This book is an anthology of passages gathered from 

the leading monks and teachers of the Pure Land, or 

Shin, school of Buddhist teaching. Extending from 

the foundational texts and first interpreters in the 

4th century, to Rennyo in the 15th century, 

Professor Bloom’s selections trace the development 

of Shin Buddhist teaching from monastic 

visualization practices to the widely popular path to 

salvation through faith in, and recitation of, the 

name of Amida Buddha.  

 The collection features a foreword by 

Kenneth K. Tanaka and an insightful introduction 

by renowned scholar and editor, Alfred Bloom, 

whose selected passages have been arranged 

topically for easy reference on issues of Pure Land 

teaching. 

 The key interpreters featured are the Seven 

Great Teachers from India, China, and Japan 

(Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu; T’an-luan, Tao-ch’o, 

Shan-tao; Genshin, Honen), selected as doctrinal 

authorities by Shinran (1173-1263), the founder of 

the Japanese Pure Land sect.  

 

This Book Features: 

 Foreword by Kenneth K. Tanaka of Musashino University, Japan, and President of the 

International Association of Shin Buddhist Studies 

 Introduction by Alfred Bloom, presenting a helpful historical overview of the Shin 

Buddhist classical tradition 

 Select Glossary of foreign terms 

 Bibliography of references 

 Index of Quoted Sources 

 Bios on the editor and the author of the Foreword 
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Praise for The Shin Buddhist Classical Tradition 

“The Shin Buddhist Classical Tradition symbolizes Dr. Bloom’s deep personal wish for this 
branch of Buddhism to be made known to as wide an audience as possible. The vital passages of 
the tradition are categorized along topics that make the teachings more accessible to a 
contemporary audience regardless of their previous knowledge of Pure Land Buddhism.” 
—Kenneth K. Tanaka, author of The Dawn of Chinese Pure Land Buddhist Doctrine 
 
“Alfred Bloom’s new anthology brings together a wide range of excerpts from sutras, 
commentaries, sermons, essays, letters, poetry, and other sources. Many of these materials have 
hitherto not been readily available in English translation. The volume’s thematic arrangement 
recommends it to both scholars and general readers. It will be welcomed by those interested in 
Shinran’s intellectual antecedents as well as the broader East Asian tradition of Pure Land 
Buddhism.”  
—Jacqueline Stone, Princeton University, author of Original Enlightenment and the 
Transformation of Medieval Japanese Buddhism 
 

“Professor Alfred Bloom has spent a full and productive career making the ideas and values of 

Shin Buddhism accessible to English readers. In this momentous undertaking, he brings together 

his lifetime of insights into the tradition by gathering and organizing passages from the complete 

range of Pure Land teachings. Like Shinran’s Kyogyoshinsho, Bloom’s selections serve as a 

handbook for personal study and engagement with the tradition. Keeping his own commentary to 

a minimum, Bloom leaves it to his readers to discover the spiritual riches for themselves.” 

—Thomas P. Kasulis, Ohio State University, co-editor of Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook 

Praise for Bloom’s Other Works 

“Edited by Alfred Bloom, one of only a few Shin Buddhist scholars based in the United States, 
The Essential Shinran: A Buddhist Path of True Entrusting is a selection of core writings by Shinran 
(1173-1262 C.E.), the founder of the Jodo Shinshu Pure Land tradition of Buddhism in Japan, 
which eventually became the largest Buddhist sect in the nation. The Essential Shinran also 
includes background information about Shinran’s life and spiritual legacy, the better to facilitate 
understanding of his texts. Extensive notes reflect the copious effort to make the fundamentals of 
Shin Buddhism as taught by the originator accessible to readers of all backgrounds. A glossary, 
select bibliography, and index of selections round out this excellent ‘must-read’ primer 
recommended for anyone interested understanding in the fundamentals of Shin Buddhism.” 
—Midwest Book Review 
 



 

 

“This book [Essential Shinran] ranks among the most important publications on Pure Land 
Buddhism of the past decade, valuable to scholars and Buddhist practitioners alike.” 
—Tricycle Magazine 
 
“This volume offers annotations and translations of important writings of the monk and teacher 
Shinran Shonin (1173-1262), who founded the Jodo Shinshu Pure Land Buddhist tradition in 
Japan, during the turbulent Kamakura period. This movement, writes Bloom, became the largest 
Buddhist sect in Japan, spreading to the West by the end of the 19th century.” 
—Colloquy Alumni Quarterly, Harvard University 
 
“Guidance from the former dean of the Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley, CA.” 
—Library Journal 
 
“Western Buddhism is only just beginning to learn about Shinran, who is one of the rare founders 
of a unique stream of Buddhist understanding and practice. Alfred Bloom has done us all a great 
service in presenting the essence of his teaching. This book will introduce the teaching 
of surrender to the Infinite Buddha-Power to many who are seeking it, and add to the knowledge 
of those already walking the Pure Land Way.” 
—Jim Pym, Pure Land Buddhist Fellowship, U.K. 
 
“Alfred Bloom, as one of the very few Shin Buddhist scholars based in the U. S., is to be thanked 
for putting together this substantial selection drawn largely from the 700 pages of the full 
translation of Shinran’s doctrinal writings, The Collected Works of Shinran. With its handy 
arrangement of Shinran’s own expositions of the major concepts of his teaching, this anthology 
provides a useful point of entrance for engaging the complex religious awareness and the varied 
genres and structures of Shinran’s complete writings.” 
—Dennis Hirota, Head Translator, The Collected Works of Shinran 
 
“The life and thought of Shinran, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu Pure Land tradition in Japan, is 
brilliantly presented in a lucid manner together with a fascinating collection of up-to-date 
information. It is a must for anyone who is eager to know the true meaning of Buddhist faith.” 
—Kodo Matsunami, Director of Buddhist Searchlight Center, Japan 
 
“Dr. Alfred Bloom has done an excellent work of pulling together the essential teaching of 
Shinran, the founder of Shin Buddhism. Based on his experience in extensive research and study 
on World Religions and Buddhism, with a focus on Shin Buddhism, for more than 50 years, Dr. 
Bloom has selected the important passages from the writings by Shinran, and added his 
commentaries on these passages, so that readers may understand the essence of the universal 
teaching of Shin Buddhism. By going through those passages, readers can awaken to our true 
human condition and, at the same time, the great compassion of Amida Buddha that embraces us 
all without rejection. I am confident in stating that those who read this book will be able to live 
more positively than before in their present life. It is highly recommended for everyone who is 
interested in the true reality of life and the universe.” 
—Rev. Daien T. Haseo, Touzenji Buddhist Temple, Japan 
 
 

 



________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

About the Editor 

 ALFRED BLOOM was born in Philadelphia. After enlisting in the Army 

in 1944, he had the opportunity to study Japanese. Greatly influenced by 

his Christian background, this occasion motivated his decision to become a 

missionary. However, an encounter with Buddhism stimulated his interest 

in other religions. After graduating from a seminary, Bloom began his study 

of Buddhism. Upon receiving a Fulbright grant, he traveled to Japan where 

he studied the life and thought of Shinran (1173-1262), the founder of 

Shin Buddhism. In 1963, he completed his doctoral studies at Harvard 

University. Dr. Bloom has since taught at a number of universities, 

including the University of Oregon and the University of Hawaii. After 

retiring from the University of Hawaii, Bloom became the Dean of the Institute of Buddhist 

Studies in Berkeley, California, a seminary and graduate school sponsored by the Buddhist 

Churches of America and affiliated with the Christian Graduate Theological Union.   

Throughout his 35-year career, Bloom has participated in the research and study of world 

religions and in the Buddhist-Christian dialogue. He was ordained as a Shin minister and presently 

lives in Hawaii, where he is a member of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission and is active in 

ecumenical Buddhist activities. 

Dr. Bloom is the author and editor of numerous books and articles, the most important of which 

is Shinran’s Gospel of Pure Grace, which has been translated into both Japanese and Korean.   

KENNETH K. TANAKA was born in 1947 in Yamaguchi, Japan, but moved to California as a 

child with his Japanese American parents. He was introduced to Buddhism at the Mt. View 

Buddhist Temple, where he attended Sunday school and the Young Buddhist Association (YBA). 

After graduating from Stanford University in 1970 with a degree in Cultural Anthropology, he 

took a year-long journey around the world that included a stint as a monk in a Buddhist 

monastery in Thailand. He then entered the M.A. program at the Institute of Buddhist Studies. In 

Japan, he studied at Tokyo University where he earned an M.A. in Indian Philosophy, followed 

by his ordination in 1978 as a Jodo Shinshu priest. Returning to the US, he earned a Ph.D. in 

Buddhist Studies at University of California, Berkeley. Dr. Tanaka’s first professional position was 

at the Institute of Buddhist Studies, where he spent 11 years on its staff. He then took a leave for 

3 years to become the resident minister at the Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church. In 

1998, he was appointed professor at Musashino University. He has also taught courses at Tokyo 

University, Ryukoku University (Kyoto), Renmin University (Beijing), and Dharmaram College 

(Bangalore). He currently serves as president of two academic associations: the International 

Association of Shin Buddhist Studies and the Japanese Association for the Study of Buddhism and 

Psychology, and is a board member of the Association of Buddhist Christian Studies. His 

publications include The Dawn of Chinese Pure Land Buddhist Doctrine, Ocean: An Introduction to 

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in America, and Amerika bukkyo (American Buddhism). 

 


