
 

 

 

Custer’s Last Battle 

  Red Hawk’s Account of the Battle of the Little Bighorn 

Told and Illustrated by Paul Goble 
Foreword by Joe Medicine Crow 

 

On the morning of June 25, 1876, a force of 700 
men from the 7th U.S. Cavalry led by General 
George Armstrong Custer attacked an Indian 
encampment on the banks of the Little Bighorn 
River. Unbeknownst to Custer, he faced the 
combined might of the Lakota, Cheyenne, and 
Arapaho tribes, led by their greatest chiefs, Sitting 
Bull and Crazy Horse. Advised by his Indian scouts 
not to attack, the foolhardy general ignored their 
warnings and trusted to “Custer’s luck” one last 
time. . . . 

 This new edition of Goble’s first published 
book allows readers to rediscover the Indian retelling 
of the Battle of the Little Bighorn by Red Hawk, a 
fictional young Lakota warrior.  

 Wisdom Tales is honored to publish this 
reformatted edition, which corresponds to the 
author’s original intention for the work. 

This Book Features: 
 
 A revised and updated text. 

 A modified layout that achieves Goble’s 
desire to integrate the text next to the 
artwork.  

 A new Author’s Introduction. 

 A Foreword by Joe Medicine Crow, the Crow tribal historian and oldest living member of the Crow 
Tribe, whose grandfather was one of Custer’s own scouts.  

 44 color paintings by award-winning artist, Paul Goble. 

Publication Details: 
 
 ISBN: 978-1-937786-11-3  

 Pub Date: August, 2013 

 Price: $16.95 

 Trim Size: 7.75x10.25 

 Page Count: 44 Casebound  



 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Visit the “Press Room” at www.wisdomtalespress.com for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
“Custer’s Last Battle is a gorgeously illustrated, fictionalized yet well-researched account of the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn told from the point of view of a fifteen-year-old Ogala Sioux 
warrior. Though brief, each of the forty-four pages is enlivened by beautifully rendered, full color ledger-book 
art, with drawings presented in a relatively bloodless manner suitable for the youthful audience at which it is 
aimed. First published more than forty years ago, this new version by Wisdom Tales includes not only revised 
and updated text but also a brighter, more brilliant remastering of the illustrations. Paul Goble’s drawings closely 
and faithfully mimic their own artistic depictions of the epic event and tell the story of Custer’s Last Stand so 
clearly and concisely that graphic novelists, filmmakers, and historians would be envious. Although aimed at a 
young market, and described by the publisher as suitable for children as young as six, Custer’s Last Battle is a 
must for collectors or interested readers of books.” 
—Foreword Review, Mark McLaughlin 
 
 

  

“From the picture map on the title page to the 

lists of sources and suggested readings, an 

unusual volume that is at once handsome, 

stirring, and historically anchored (and thus 

worth the trouble of being unusual).” 

—Kirkus Reviews 

 

 

 

“[It is] beautifully illustrated and written with 

verve and authenticity. . . . The pictures are 

among the best I’ve seen in any children’s 

history, and the realities conveyed to the young 

readers are the closest to the final layer of truth 

that one can hope for.” 

—New York Times 

 

 

 

“Goble writes with respect and authenticity.” 

—San Francisco Chronicle 

 

 

 

“Goble is a careful storyteller and has a respect 
for the authentic voice of the Native people. 

His interpretation of Native history and 
legends has held up over and over for more 

than a generation of readers.” 
—Lauren Waukau-Villagomez, Bear Clan 

member, educator, and author 
 

 

https://www.forewordreviews.com/reviews/reviewers/mark-mclaughlin/


 

 

 

About the Author and Illustrator of 

Custer’s Last Battle 
 

 
         PAUL GOBLE is an award-winning author 
         and illustrator of over 30 children’s books 

and is best known for The Girl Who Loved 
Wild Horses, which won the prestigious 
Caldecott Medal. He has given his entire 
collection of original illustrations to the 
South Dakota Art Museum in Brookings, 
South Dakota. Goble, a native of England, 
studied at the Central School of Art in 
London. He has lived in the United States 
since 1977 and became a citizen in 1984.  
 
Goble’s lifelong fascination with Native Americans of the Plains began 
during his childhood, when he became intrigued with their spirituality 
and culture. His illustrations accurately depict Native American 
clothing, customs, and surroundings in brilliant color and detail. Goble 
researches ancient stories and retells them for his young audience in a 
manner sympathetic to Native American ways. He lives with his wife 
in Rapid City, SD. 

 

About the Author of the Foreword 
 

DR. JOE MEDICINE CROW is the Crow 
Tribal Historian and the oldest living man 
of the Crow tribe. In 1939, he was the first 
member of the Crow tribe to obtain a 
master’s degree. He has received honorary 
doctoral degrees from the University of 
Southern California and Rocky Mountain 
College. Medicine Crow is the last 
traditional Plains war chief, having achieved 
the war deeds necessary to be declared a 
“chief” during World War II. He served in 
Europe and earned the Bronze Star, a US 
Forces individual military decoration for 
acts of bravery or merit, or for meritorious service.  
 
Dr. Medicine Crow is a guest speaker at Little Bighorn College, the 
Custer Battlefield Museum, and several other colleges throughout the 
nation. He received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s 
highest civilian honor, in August 12, 2009. He lives on the Crow    
Reservation in Lodge Grass, Montana.  

 


