
 

 

 

Kindness and generosity towards one’s 
enemies is not common in today’s world. For 
“the compassionate warrior,” Abd el-Kader 
(1807-1883), they were among his most 
recognizable traits.  A brilliant military 
strategist, superb horseman, Arab statesman, 
and philosopher, Abd el-Kader was widely 
praised for his commitment to the safety of 
innocent people during his armed resistance to 
the French conquest of Algeria.  
 Today Abd el-Kader is recognized 
as one of the noblest leaders of the 19th 
century and a pioneer in interfaith 
dialogue. This fascinating biography of 
the heroic Arab who led the resistance 
to the French conquest of Algeria, 
endured betrayal and imprisonment, and 
in 1860, in Syria, saved thousands of 
innocent people from mob violence, 
brings a vital message for our times.  

 8 pages of color and black-and-white illustrations from the life of Abd el-Kader, including a map 
of Algeria 

 A Foreword by Middle East Education specialist Barbara Petzen 

 An extensive Timeline of the life of Abd el-Kader, a Glossary of foreign terms, and an Index.  

 ISBN: 978-1-937786-10-6 

 Pub Date: June, 2013  

 Price: $16.95  

 Trim Size: 6x9  

 Page Count: 184 paperback  



________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit the “Press Room” at www.wisdomtalespress.com for more information. 

 

 

 

Portrait of Abd el-Kader with prayer beads,  
by Ange Tissier, 1853 

 

Portrait of Abd el-Kader in Istanbul,  
by Stanislaw Chlebowski, 1866 
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ELSA MARSTON is the author of over a dozen books of fiction and non-
fiction for children and young adults. She grew up in Boston, and from a 
young age was fascinated with the stories of ancient Egypt and the Middle 
East. She attended Harvard, the American University of Beirut, and Indiana 
University.  
 Elsa is an accomplished children’s and teen author, much of whose 
writing is about the Middle East and Arab-Americans; that is because her late 
husband, Iliya Harik, was from Lebanon. Family connections, and his work as 
a political scientist (at Indiana University), took them to the Middle East 
many times. She lives in Bloomington, IN.  
 

  

BARBARA PETZEN is Director, Middle East Connections, and sits on the 
board of directors of the Abd el-Kader Education Project. She previously 
served as outreach coordinator at the Harvard Center for Middle Eastern 
Studies. She has designed and taught courses on Middle Eastern history, 
Islam, and women’s studies at Dalhousie University and St. Mary’s 
University in Nova Scotia, Canada. She earned degrees from Columbia 
College and Oxford University, which she attended as a Rhodes Scholar. Her 
academic interests include the history and present concerns of women in the 
Middle East and the Islamic world, the role of Islam in Middle Eastern and 
other societies, relations and perceptions between the Islamic world and the 
West, and the necessity for globalizing K-12 education in the United States. 


