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JHE Kindness and generosity towards one’s

CO MPASSIONATE | enemies is not common in today’s world. For

“the compassionate warrior,” Abd el-Kader
WARRIOR (1807-1883), they were among his most
recognizable traits. A brilliant military
strategist, superb horseman, Arab statesman,
and philosopher, Abd el-Kader was widely
praised for his commitment to the safety of
innocent people during his armed resistance to
the French conquest of Algeria.

Today Abd el-Kader is recognized
as one of the noblest leaders of the 19
century and a pioneer in interfaith
dialogue. This fascinating biography of
the heroic Arab who led the resistance

ABD EL-KADER ’ to the French conquest of Algeria,
OF ALGERIA endured betrayal and imprisonment, and
= in 1860, in Syria, saved thousands of
ELSA MARSTON innocent people from mob violence,

FOREWORD BY BARBARA PETZEN

brings a vital message for our times.

This Book Features:

R/

¢ 8 pages of color and black-and-white illustrations from the life of Abd el-Kader, including a map
of Algeria

0,

+ A Foreword by Middle East Education specialist Barbara Petzen
¢ An extensive Timeline of the life of Abd el-Kader, a Glossary of foreign terms, and an Index.
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About the Emir Abd el-Kader

“Today the Christian world unites to honor in the dethroned Prince of Islam [Abd el-RKader], the most
unselfish of knightly warriors, risking limb and life to rescue his ancient foes, his conquerors and the
conquerors of his race and his religion, from outrage and from death.”

— The New York Times, October 20, 1860, reporting on the Emir’s rescue of over 10,000 Christians in
Damascus, Syria

“The most redoubtable adversary that France encountered on African soil, the man who for sixteen years
of heroic battles fought for his faith and for the independence of his country, Abd el-RKader is,
unguestionably, the most important personage that has arisen in the last century among the Muslim
populations.”

— Le Figaro, French national newspaper

“Such is the history of the man for whom our town is named. A scholar, a philosopher, a lover of liberty;
a champion of his religion, a born leader of men, a great soldier, a capable administrator, a persuasive
orator, a chivalrous opponent; the selection was well made, and with those pioneers of seventy years
ago, we do honor the Shaykh.”

—Elkader High School, Elkader, lowa, class of 1915

Portrait of Abd el-Kader with prayer beads, Portrait of Abd el-Kader in Istanbul,
by Ange Tissier, 1853 by Stanislaw Chlebowski, 1866

Visit the “Press Room” at www.wisdomtalespress.com for more information.



About The Compassionate Warrior

“This book introduces us to a true Muslim hero, a man who combined the best qualities of a freedom
fighter and a peacemaker. Often called the George Washington of Algeria, the Emir Abd el-Kader led his
people in a long fight to resist the French conquest and colonization of their country. Although he did not
achieve liberty for Algeria, Abd el-Kader stands in the company of other great modern-day heroes who
championed the rights of their people —Mahatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, and
many others. . . . Elsa Marston’s excellent biography presents [Abd el-Kader’s] legacy as a model for
young Muslims today searching for a way to be both true to their religious heritage and open to the best
of the modern world, and for non-Muslims who are not exposed to enough Muslim voices of reason and
compassion.”

—Barbara Petzen, Director, Middle East Connections

“In her engaging biography, the author shows well how Emir Abd el-Kader, head of a religious order and
a fighter against colonial intrusions, preached tolerance and coexistence among communities, as was
evident of his defense of the downtrodden during the exceptional Damascus riots of 1860. 1t is good of
the author to bring to light the tolerance of a brave and compassionate hero who was needed then and is
needed now as a model of leadership.”

—Leila Fawaz, Tufts University, author of An Occasion for War: Mount Lebanon and Damascus in
1860

“Award-winning author Elsa Marston’s books about the Middle East are often categorized as ‘juvenile
fiction and non-fiction.” However, The Compassionate Warrior, like most of her work, is a piece of solid
scholarship, engagingly narrated, that will also have great appeal for adults. The Emir Abd el-Kader is an
inspirational figure from Algerian history who deserves to be better known, and this exceptional book is
a welcome contribution to that cause.”

—Laurence Michalak, University of California, Berkeley

“The special merit of Elsa Marston’s very beautiful book, The Compassionate Warrior: Abd el-Kader of
Algeria, is that the virtues and human qualities of Abd el-RKader play a central role in her story. In bringing
this story to American youth, the author is offering them the chance to discover not only the values of
mercy and peace within Islam, but also the life of a person who completely embodied those values.

“The Compassionate Warrior is not only a beautiful fictional narrative that is based on solid
documentation, but it is above all a useful book for our children who are going to inherit a world which is
in urgent need of mercy and peace.”

—Ahmed Bouyerdene, author of Emir Abd el-Kader: Hero and Saint of Islam
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About the Authowr of The Compassionate Warrior

ELSA MARSTON is the author of over a dozen books of fiction and non-
fiction for children and young adults. She grew up in Boston, and from a
young age was fascinated with the stories of ancient Egypt and the Middle
East. She attended Harvard, the American University of Beirut, and Indiana
University.

Elsa is an accomplished children’s and teen author, much of whose
writing is about the Middle East and Arab-Americans; that is because her late
husband, Iliya Harik, was from Lebanon. Family connections, and his work as
a political scientist (at Indiana University), took them to the Middle East
many times. She lives in Bloomington, IN.

About the Authowr of the Forewonrd

BARBARA PETZEN is Director, Middle East Connections, and sits on the
board of directors of the Abd el-Kader Education Project. She previously
served as outreach coordinator at the Harvard Center for Middle Eastern
Studies. She has designed and taught courses on Middle Eastern history,
Islam, and women’s studies at Dalhousie University and St. Mary’s
University in Nova Scotia, Canada. She earned degrees from Columbia
College and Oxford University, which she attended as a Rhodes Scholar. Her
academic interests include the history and present concerns of women in the
Middle East and the Islamic world, the role of Islam in Middle Eastern and
other societies, relations and perceptions between the Islamic world and the
West, and the necessity for globalizing K-12 education in the United States.

Visit the “Press Room” at www.wisdomtalespress.com for more information.



