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Foreword by Harry Oldmeadow 

 

Nowadays the religion of Islam, which is still relatively 

unknown in the West, is forcefully brought to the public‟s 

attention by the acts and threats of the “Islamic terrorists.” As 

a result, the question is repeatedly asked: “What kind of 

religion is Islam?” 
 

The aim of this book is to argue that today traditional 

Christianity has nothing to fear from traditional Islam. In spite 

of appearances, the two ancient religions are really allies; they 

have common enemies and they are united in their 

opposition to all kinds of modern errors and immoralities, 

including materialism and secularism. Consequently, a true 

notion of Islam, and indeed of every complete and 

uncorrupted religion, is what the present book—taken in its 

entirety—is all about.  

 

 

 

This Book Features: 

 A concise, yet comprehensive examination of the role of Islam in the modern world.  

 A wealth of relevant background information and an illuminating treatise on traditional art 
highlighting the often neglected role of art and beauty in spirituality. 

 A map and six color illustrations. 
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“The many vexed issues concerning the place of Islam in the modern world…are illuminated in this 

small but percipient volume, which furnishes us with an informed and satisfying answer to the 

question, „What does Islam mean in today‟s world?‟ While the book focuses on one of the world‟s 

great spiritual treasuries, it also has much to tell us about the nature of religion in general.” 

—Harry Oldmeadow, La Trobe University, Bendigo, author of Journeys East: 20
th

 Century Western 

Encounters with Eastern Religious Traditions 

 

“In this timely book, William Stoddart…skillfully clarifies the complex and often bewildering question 

of the relationship between different civilizations, and especially between the West and the world of 

Islam. In his unique presentation one encounters insights and analyses of a kind not to be found 

elsewhere. With impeccable objectivity, he guides us safely and surely…through the dangerous 

minefield of contemporary political and religious cultures.” 

—Mateus Soares de Azevedo, author of Men of a Single Book: Fundamentalism in Islam, Christianity, 

and Modern Thought  

 

“This exceptional and courageous book concisely answers the question posed in the title, and much 

more. The reader will find here something that is very rare today, namely, essential—and accurate—

information about the situation of Islam (and the other world religions) in the modern world. Dr. 

Stoddart has amassed much precise and essential data, and he uses this to reveal the bias, stereotyping, 

and media distortions, which are seemingly endemic in the realm of politics and religions, and especially 

so in the case of Islam. The author provides an analysis of Islamic countries and governments that is 

scrupulously impartial. His perspective extends far beyond the denominational and nationalistic 

prejudices that are now so widespread. This book is a must for those with intellectual honesty wanting 

to sort out a field that is full of contradictions, misinformation, and misjudgments.” 

—Jean-Pierre Lafouge, Marquette University, editor of For God’s Greater Glory: Gems of Jesuit 

Spirituality 

 

“The importance and relevance of the book‟s theme—the falsification of religion, and its consequences 

for our times, particularly for Islam—cannot be overstated…. This book‟s valuable message about the 

universal and essential heart of Tradition—the Truth that lies at the core of all the faith traditions, 

including Islam—is a timely reminder of the aesthetic and ethical commitments that a true appreciation 

of religion and the underlying harmony of Reality entails.” 

—M. Ali Lakhani, editor of Sacred Web journal, author of The Timeless Relevance of Traditional 

Wisdom  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

WILLIAM STODDART was born at Carstairs in Scotland in 1925. He studied 
modern languages, and later medicine, at the universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
and Dublin. He spent most of his working life in London, England, and retired to 
Windsor, Ontario, in 1982. 
 
He has made a life-long study of the great religious traditions of the world, and in 
this connection has traveled widely: in Europe, North Africa, Turkey, India, 
Ceylon, and Japan.  
 
His books include: Sufism: The Mystical Doctrines and Methods of Islam (1976; 
editions in seven languages), newly released in an expanded version as Outline of 

Sufism (2012), Outline of Hinduism (1993), and Outline of Buddhism (1998). His works have been 
widely acclaimed for their clarity and dependability. 
 
Stoddart was for many years assistant editor of the British journal Studies in Comparative Religion. He 
contributed the chapter on “Mysticism” to the volume The Unanimous Tradition, edited by Ranjit 
Fernando (1991), and the introductory essay “Meaning behind the Absurd” to In Quest of the Sacred, 
edited by S.H. Nasr and Katherine O‟Brien (1993), which contains the proceedings of the Congress on 
Traditional Studies held at Lima, Peru, in August 1985. Along with S.H. Nasr, he edited Religion of the 
Heart, a Festschrift in honor of Frithjof Schuon on the occasion of his 80th birthday. 
 
He has translated, from French and German, numerous books within his field of interest, amongst them 
Sufism: Veil and Quintessence (1981) and Esoterism as Principle and as Way (1981) by Frithjof Schuon, 
and Fez: City of Islam (1992) and Chartres and the Birth of the Cathedral (1995) by Titus Burckhardt. 
He was also editor and translator of the collected essays of Titus Burckhardt, published under the title 
Mirror of the Intellect (1987), as well as The Essential Titus Burckhardt (2003). 
 

 

HARRY OLDMEADOW was born in Melbourne in 1947. His parents were 

Christian missionaries in India where he spent nine years of his childhood and 

developed an early interest in the civilizations of the East. Harry studied 

history, politics, and literature at the Australian National University, taking 

out a First Class Honors degree in history. After further studies at the 

University of Sydney, he worked as a history tutor at La Trobe University in 

Melbourne. It was during this period that he discovered the works of René 

Guénon, Ananda Coomaraswamy, and Frithjof Schuon—works that would 

alter his own intellectual and spiritual trajectory. In 1980 he enrolled for a 

Masters degree in Religious Studies at the University of Sydney where he completed a dissertation on 

the work of Frithjof Schuon and the other principal Traditionalist writers. This study was awarded the 

University of Sydney Medal for excellence in research and was eventually published by the Sri Lankan 

Institute of Traditional Studies under the title Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial 

Philosophy (Colombo, 2000). His publications include Frithjof Schuon and the Perennial Philosophy 

(2010), A Christian Pilgrim in India (2008), and Touchstones of the Spirit (2012). 


