
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Frithjof Schuon 

Messenger of the Perennial Philosophy (2-Disc DVD Set) 


A Comprehensive Biography with Personal Interviews
 
Directed by Jennifer Casey 

This 2-disc DVD, the first video biography of the 

foremost perennialist author Frithjof Schuon, 

contains an unprecedented collection of 

photographs from throughout his childhood and 

adult life, including footage of Schuon with Swami 

Ramdas and photographs with other perennialists. 

Expertly edited and with highlights from his world 

travels, including stunning images from Morocco, 

Turkey, and Spain to the American West, this 

DVD is accompanied by beautiful musical 

compositions which were among Schuon’s 

favorites and also features his paintings and poetry. 

His fascinating life story and profound message of 

Truth, Prayer, Virtue, and Beauty are further 

conveyed through interviews with people who 

knew him well, including his wife and fellow 

Perennialist authors such as Martin Lings, Huston 

Smith, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, James Cutsinger, 

Harry Oldmeadow, and Patrick Laude. Total 

running time: 183 minutes. 

This DVD Features: 

 A 113 minute biography of Frithjof Schuon containing rare footage and including extensive interviews 
with the people who knew him best. 

 A 40 minute overview of Frithjof Schuon’s writings. 

 30 minutes of additional interviews with Schuon himself, made during his final years. 

Publication Details 

 ISBN: 978-1-936597-04-8 

 Pub Date: April, 2012 

 Price: $23.95 

 Video DVD 

 183 Minutes Run Time 

World Wisdom 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Praise for Frithjof Schuon: Messenger of the 

Perennial Philosophy (DVD)
 

“This DVD, extensive, detailed, and intimate, is expertly edited, with a series of memorable images and beautiful 

music. It comprises both biographical narrative, and a series of interviews with Schuon’s wife and several of his 

life-long associates from both Europe and America.” 

—William Stoddart, author of Remembering in a World of Forgetting 

“Drawing on Frithjof Schuon’s memoirs, on rare film interviews and photographs, on his prodigious philosophical 

and artistic corpus, and on the reflections of some of his closest friends and followers, this captivating documentary 

illuminates the life and work of the most profound metaphysician of our epoch. Frithjof Schuon: Messenger of the 

Perennial Philosophy leaves the viewer with that heightened sense of the sacred which pervades Schuon’s work 

and which he sought to restore to the contemporary world. A magnificent tribute to one of the most remarkable 

spiritual teachers of the modern era.”  

—Harry Oldmeadow, La Trobe University (Australia), author of Frithjof Schuon and the Perennial Philosophy 

“The late Martin Lings often said that among Schuon’s most important achievements was the creation and 

dissemination of a spiritual ‘civilization’. Here one is given the opportunity to glimpse some of the beauties of that 

fascinating world. Mirabile dictu, mirabilius visu.” 

—James S. Cutsinger, University of South Carolina, author of Advice to the Serious Seeker: Meditations on the 

Teaching of Frithjof Schuon 

Praise for Frithjof Schuon 

“I think Schuon has exactly the right view. . . . That I can be accepted in a personal and confidential relationship, 

not exactly as a disciple but at any rate as one of those who are entitled to consult him directly and personally . . . 

this is a matter of great importance to me. . . . It can have tremendous effects. I see that already.” 

—Thomas Merton, from The Hidden Ground of Love and Merton and Sufism 

“[Schuon is] the most important religious thinker of our century. . . . [He] is the only person I have known who 

invariably made me feel on leaving him that I had been in the presence of a different order of human being.” 

—Huston Smith, author of The World’s Religions and Why Religion Matters 

“Schuon’s thought does not demand that we agree or disagree, but that we understand or do not understand. Such 

writing is of rare and lasting value.” 

—Times Literary Supplement 

“I have met with no more impressive work in the comparative study of Oriental and Occidental religion.” 

—T. S. Eliot, Nobel laureate for literature, on Schuon’s first book, The Transcendent Unity of Religions 

“Readers . . . will certainly find in the writings of Schuon completely new perspectives in every aspect of religious 

thought—on the meaning of symbolism, for example, or the idea of sin, or the warfare between scientism and 

religion, or the idea of esotericism, and much, much else. Very probably, it will seem to the reader that until now 

he has ignored an entire dimension in his thinking.” 

—Jacob Needleman, San Francisco State University, author of Lost Christianity 

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

http:www.worldwisdom.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

  

About Frithjof Schuon
 

FRITHJOF SCHUON (1907-1998) was arguably the leading light of the 

Perennialist/Traditionalist school of thought. This school is marked by its 

dedication to the exploration of the single timeless Truth that finds its various 

expressions in the many spiritual traditions that have guided humankind over the 

millennia. 

Over thirty titles of Schuon’s work have appeared in English, covering  

themes on metaphysics, philosophy, comparative religion, symbolism, esoterism, 

critiques of the modern world, aesthetics, and the nature of human existence. In 

addition, he wrote thousands of poems in his native German, and produced 

hundreds of paintings, often with images of the American Plains Indians or Mary, 

the mother of Jesus. These poems and paintings, just as much as his prose, always 

carried a profound spiritual message for seekers who could think beyond the 

bounds of modernist prejudices. 

Schuon was born in Basle, Switzerland, but was moved at age 14 by his 

widowed mother to France, where he learned French, the language in which he 

later wrote his masterpieces of metaphysics. From a very young age he was 

attracted to sacred things of both East and West, to beauty of soul and beauty of artistic creation, and to scriptures 

such as the Bhagavad Gita, the Vedas, the Koran, and, of course, to the Bible. Schuon was also attracted to 

Platonic thought and ideals. He became an important contributor to a number of journals on traditional spirituality 

and comparative religion. Frithjof Schuon moved to America in 1980, where he continued to write and paint. 

During the last years of his life he composed over 3,000 short, mystical poems in a beautiful, lyrical German. He 

died in 1998. 

For more information visit http://worldwisdom.com/public/authors/Frithjof-Schuon.aspx 

About the Director 

JENNIFER CASEY is an independent filmmaker whose documentaries have been 

selected for screening in numerous prestigious film festivals throughout America and 

Canada. Her first two documentaries, Native Spirit &The Sun Dance Way, came about as 

a result of her unique experiences with spiritual and tribal leaders of the Native 

American Crow and Shoshone tribes. Casey began reading the works of Frithjof Schuon 

in 1974, while her husband, Patrick Casey, was an aide and private secretary to Schuon 

for over twenty years. In her biographical film on Schuon, released in 2012, Casey was 

able to interview personal friends and long-time followers of the renowned philosopher. 

As a result of that biography, Casey is now working on a documentary on the Perennial 

Philosophy that will include an overview of the Perennial Philosophy, its history, and 

biographies of René Guénon, Frithjof Schuon, Ananda Coomaraswamy, and Titus 

Burckhardt—the founders and continuators of the Perennialist school. Casey has two adult children and lives with 

her husband in Bloomington, Indiana. 
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