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“Education systems are failing their societies”
is the message often conveyed by families and

EDUCATION INTHE young people to governments and media

today. The dismal state of a country’s
LIGHT oF education system is said to be a reflection of

TRADITION the condition of the society it is meant to

serve. What are we teaching young people
today? Do we understand what they need to
learn for their ultimate well being? In
traditional societies, education was the means
by which knowledge of the Divine Principle
and its relation to the human soul was
transmitted to young generations. Addressing a
theme rarely discussed in philosophical and
educational circles, this unique volume
attempts to rediscover the truths and values
engrained in traditional education systems.
Some of the articles also go to the heart of the
woes of modern public education systems.

This Book Features:

¢ 19 essays on the traditional principles of education and how knowledge and values are
transmitted within traditional societies

¢ A selection of reviews of recently published books on the subject of traditional education

¢+ Biographical notes on all of the contributors
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Praise fov‘ Education in the Lighf of Tradition

“Jane Casewit has put together an extraordinary volume that brings a collection of spiritual wisdom to
bear upon one of the most pressing and important issues facing our contemporary society—the education
of our children. While the problems in the contemporary educational system are widely acknowledged,
the issue is rarely addressed from a spiritual perspective. The editor’s preface sets the stage for the essays
that follow, which compellingly ask us to reconsider some of the principles of traditional educational
philosophies that have been too hastily forgotten in the rush to develop new pedagogical strategies. This
volume, which includes essays from some of the most influential scholars of traditional philosophy and
religion, provides a unique and crucial contribution to the debate over contemporary education.”

—Maria M. Dakake, George Mason University, author of The Charismatic Community

“This collection, edited by Jane Casewit, is important because it succeeds in examining some of the most
fundamental concepts, objectives, and methods of modern education while contrasting them with those of
traditional societies which held a more holistic view of human needs and capacities. The book covers these
many topics, from the most profound concepts of human nature to concrete techniques of how to educate
a truly healthy child, with articles from many noted thinkers. The range of issues covered, of traditions
examined, and of useful solutions offered, is impressive. Anyone who reads this book should come away
with a new understanding of why traditional societies approached education as they did, and how they
often succeeded where our own current systems are so frequently faced with failure.”

—Roger Gaetani, editor of A Spirit of Tolerance: The Inspiring Life of Tierno Bokar

“The eminent scholar Ananda Coomaraswamy memorably observed that ‘it took four years to get a first-
rate university education and forty years to get over it.” The highest praise of the present anthology is that
it may well assist in shortening that unfortunate term. In a normative, traditional civilization, the central
role of education is the imparting of the sacred, at once in terms of saving truth and wisdom, but also,
more critically, in the formation of temperament and virtue. The goal of such education, now widely
marginalized and neglected but given full voice here, is nothing less than to fit the soul for the return to
God.”

—Peter Samsel, writer on traditional metaphysics, cosmology, science, and art

About the Editor
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