
 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wisdom of Ananda Coomaraswamy 

Reflections on Indian Art, Life, and Religion 

By Ananda Coomaraswamy 

Edited by S. Durai Raja Singam and Joseph A. Fitzgerald
 

Introduction by Whitall N. Perry 


Ananda Coomaraswamy (1877-1947) was one of 

the most famous scholars of Indian art, culture, 

and religion. He served for many years as the 

Keeper of Indian and Islamic Art at the Boston 

Museum of Fine Arts, establishing one of the 

most impressive collections of oriental artifacts in 

the world. This anthology contains thematically 

arranged excerpts from his many writings, letters, 

and speeches, making it a uniquely accessible 

collection of his wisdom and insight. The Wisdom 

of Ananda Coomaraswamy is richly illustrated 

with over 140 black-and-white historical 

photographs and paintings. 

This Book Features: 

 140 Black-and-White Illustrations 

 Includes Detailed Key to Sources in the Back of the Book 

 Biographical Notes on all of the Contributors 

Publication Details 

 ISBN: 978-1-935493-95-2 

 Pub Date: November 2011 

 Price: $23.95 

 Trim Size: 6x9 

 Page Count: 180 paperback 

  
H

ea
d
 o

f 
th

e 
B

u
d
d
h
a,

 S
ar

n
at

h
, 
5

th
 C

en
tu

ry
 

World Wisdom
 



________________________________________________________________________  

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise for The Wisdom of Ananda Coomaraswamy 

“While much of the volume concerns Coomaraswamy’s views on the culture and arts of India, it 

also includes writings on religion and metaphysics, imperialism and politics, discussions of 

spiritual leaders such as Sri Ramana Maharshi and political leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, and
 
contrasts between Indian and Western views on women, love, and marriage, among other 

subjects.” 

—Will Wroth, editor of Coomaraswamy’s Figures of Speech or Figures of Thought? 


“A most interesting anthology of his ‘wisdom.’” 

—A.L. Basham, School of Oriental and African Studies, author of The Wonder That was India 


“With this book, we see into Coomaraswamy’s thoughts and aspirations, his intransigence 

regarding canons and principles of art, his deep love of and concern for that true India which 

modernized Indians would so easily betray in their blind fascination with the West’s shabby 

materialism, and his equally profound understanding of and respect for Platonism and medieval 

Christian culture—as part of the whole Universal perspective to which his heart really belonged.”
 
—Whitall N. Perry, editor of A Treasury of Traditional Wisdom
 

“[Ananda Coomaraswamy is] that noble scholar upon whose shoulders we are still standing.”
 
—Heinrich Zimmer, author of The King and the Corpse and Philosophies of India 


“[Coomaraswamy] is one of the most learned and creative scholars of the century.” 

—Mircea Eliade, scholar, author, and editor-in-chief of Macmillan’s Encyclopedia of Religion 


“Coomaraswamy’s essays, learned, elegant, and wise, are one of the great treasures of twentieth-

century thought. To read them is to see the world in the clear light of tradition, to understand art 

and philosophy from the viewpoint of first principles, to be reminded of our sacred calling and of 

the One who calls us.” 

—Philip Zaleski, editor of The Best Spiritual Writing series 


Brihadeshwara Temple, Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, 11th Century        The Royal Exiles in a Sage’s Hermitage, 18th Century 

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

http:www.worldwisdom.com


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Author 
Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy, born in Ceylon in 1877, was a pioneer 

historian of Indian art and the foremost interpreter of Indian culture to 

the West. Of mixed Ceylonese and British parentage, he was raised in 

London, and educated at Wycliffe College and the University of London, 

where he earned a doctorate in geology. In his early 20s he returned to 

Ceylon, where he was named Director of Mineral Surveys for Ceylon in 

1903, but soon transferred his interests to the arts of Ceylon and India. In 

1910-11, Coomaraswamy was placed in charge of the art section of the 

great United Provinces Exhibition in Allahabad, India. Six years later, 

when the Dennison W. Ross Collection was donated to the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Boston, he was appointed the museum’s fellow for research in Indian, Persian, and 

Muslim art, a post that he held until his death in 1947. 

Coomaraswamy was one of the first scholars to recognize the importance of Rajput painting. His 

first major work, Mediaeval Sinhalese Art (1908), expressed ideas upon which he would 

elaborate in other writings throughout his life. He stressed the spiritual nature of Indian art and 

furthered the view that art was produced through meditative yogic practice. He was the first 

well-known author of the modern era to expound the importance of traditional arts, culture, and 

thought as more than simply relics of a bygone past—in all that he wrote, he pointed to their 

critical role in restoring to modern man his true intellectual and spiritual birthright. Dr. 

Coomaraswamy has often been credited with reintroducing the concept of the “Perennial 

Philosophy” to a West dazed by the endless multiplicity of the modern world. 

About the Editors 

JOSEPH FITZGERALD is an author and editor of a number of books on 

subjects that include Buddhism, Hinduism, the American Indians, 

Christianity and the Perennial Philosophy. Fitzgerald holds an Honor’s 

Degree in Religious Studies from Indiana University, with Phi Beta Kappa 

and Magna Cum Laude distinctions, and a Doctor of Jurisprudence from 

Indiana University with Magna Cum Laude distinction. 

S. DURAI RAJA SINGAM (1904-c. 1995) was a prolific Malaysian 

scholar, editor, and author, and a friend of Ananda K. Coomaraswamy. He was the editor of 

numerous Indian works on or by Coomaraswamy, including Homage to Ananda K. 

Coomaraswamy: A Garland of Tributes (1948), Homage to Ananda K. Coomaraswamy: A 

Memorial Volume (1952), Ananda Coomaraswamy: Remembering and Remembering Again and 

Again (1974), and Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy: A Bibliographical Record (1981), as well as 

The Life and Writings of Sir Mutu Coomaraswamy (1973). Singam also wrote and edited a number 

of books about aspects of tradition and life in India and Malaysia. 

World Wisdom
 


