On the Origin of Beauty
Ecophilosophy in the Light of Traditional Wisdom

by Joun GRIFFIN, Foreword by Satisu Kumar

As the ecological crisis deepens, much of the stun-
ning beauty of the natural world is being lost for-

on the Or igin Of ’Beauty ever.'Ir% this groundbreaking wo.rk, Griffin suggests
] ’ ’ that it is precisely through coming to understand
ECOPhllC’SOPhy in the nght of the mysterious quality of beauty that we may find a
Traditional Wisdom solution to humanity’s suicidal assault on the envi-

ronment. By looking at seemingly disparate fields

of study—such as environmental ethics, ecology,
the philosophy of science, Eastern and Western
religion (with emphasis on Christianity, Hinduism,
and Islam as well as American Indian and Aboriginal
spirituality), poetry, and sacred art—Griffin reveals
the true significance of the intuitive perception of
beauty, and asserts that Nature’s beauty may itself
act as a catalyst to transform our consciousness and
heal the earth.
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What is being said about On the Origin of Beauty

“John Griffin presents an extended inquiry into Beauty, considered particularly in the light of various under-
standings of the natural order, and calls for a recuperation of the sophia perennis which informed traditional
worldviews. His study is gracefully written, lucid, robust, elegant in its more ruminative and poetic aspects, and
pervaded by a sense of the sacred—a book of the most urgent relevance in a world tyrannized by a reductive and
totalitarian scientism.”

—Harry Oldmeadow, La Trobe University Bendigo, author of Frithjof Schuon and the Perennial Philosophy
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“This scholarly study takes us through the ebb and flow of beauty in all ages and in all religions.”
—3June Olley, Fellow of AATSE (Australian Academy of Technological Science and Engineering)

“If the food produced by nature nourishes our bodies, her beauty nourishes our souls and so in destroying the
natural environment we are depriving both the physical and spiritual dimensions of our being of what is neces-
sary for a human life worthy of the name. The present work is one of the very few that not only speaks elo-
quently of the eminent environmental catastrophes that humanity faces as a result to the errors of modernism,
but also discusses the centrality of beauty in any ecophilosophy that claims of be comprehensive. The author
draws from the treasury of traditional teachings in producing a work of great urgency and deep significance.”
—Seyyed Hossein Nasw, The George Washington University, author of Man and Nature

About the Author John Griffin

Dr John Griffin is a writer, artist, and craftsman who has lived most of his life in
R Australia. Griffin holds an Honors Degree in Environmental Studies and a PhD
in Environmental Philosophy. In his youth, he explored Tasmania’s wilderness,
and later, inspired by travels to traditional cultures, designed and built houses

of mudbrick, timber, and stone. He now lives on a farm near Portugal’s only
National Park.
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About the Author of the Foreword
Satish Kumanr

Satish Kumar was born in Rajasthan in India in 1936. At the age of eighteen,
he became a campaigner for land reform, working to turn Gandhi’s vision of
renewed India and a peaceful world into reality. In 1973 he settled in England,
taking on the editorship of Resurgence Magazine, and has been their editor
ever since. He is the guiding spirit behind a number of ecological, spiritual and
educational ventures in Britain. In 1991, Schumacher College, a residential in-
ternational centre for the study of ecological and spiritual values, was founded,
of which he is the Director of Programmes. He is the author of Path Without
Destination and You Are Therefore I Am.
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