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Art from the Sacred to the Profane:  
East and West 
By Frithjof Schuon 

 
This edition of Frithjof 
Schuon’s selected writings 
on art, edited by his wife 
Catherine Schuon, contains 
over 270 color and black-
and-white illustrations 
designed to highlight the 
multiple references in the 
text.  
 
Frithjof Schuon, the 
foremost representative of 
the traditionalist school of 
thought, presents the 
universal principles and 
criteria with which to discern 
sacred from profane art, and 
traditional from merely 
“religious” art.  
 
He also discusses the spiritual significance of the artistic productions of Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and the Far-Eastern world, while also covering the subjects of 
beauty and the sense of the sacred, the crafts, poetry, music, and dance, and dress and 
ambience.  
 

Additional Publication Information 
 

Art from the Sacred to the Profane also contains: 
 A Foreword by Keith Critchlow 
 A Preface by Catherine Schuon 
 An Introduction by Barbara Perry 
 A comprehensive List of Illustrations and Sources  
 An Index and 270 full color photographs 

 
This book (ISBN-10: 1-933316-35-7, ISBN-13: 978-1-933316-35-2, Trim Size: 
10’’x 8’’) has a publication date of May 30, 2007 and has a suggested retail price 
of $24.95. Art from the Sacred to the Profane is 160 pages in length. 
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What others have said about this book 
 

“This beautiful book allows us to glimpse the world of art through the eyes of Frithjof 
Schuon, for whom contemplation of the Real was at one with assimilation of the 
Beautiful. All of Schuon’s magisterial discourses on art are not only coherently integrated 
into this single volume; they are vividly complemented by appropriate illustrations, 
judiciously selected by one whose own artistic sensibility was fashioned entirely by 
Schuon’s vision of the beauty of Reality.” 
—Reza Shah-Kazemi, author of Paths to Transcendence 
 
“Frithjof Schuon’s masterly writings on sacred art explicate immutable principles and 
illuminate their infinitely varied applications in religious iconography and in traditional 
arts and crafts. This sovereign metaphysician of the age was fully alive to the spiritual 
resonances of Beauty in all its manifestations; conversely, he exposed the sterility of a 
modernistic art which is never more than ‘aesthetic.’ We are indebted to Mrs. Schuon for 
the loving care which has informed the editing, illustration, and production of this 
resplendent volume. It is nothing less than a storehouse of insight and wisdom on the 
boundless realms of Tradition and the integral role of art in the spiritual life.” 
—Harry Oldmeadow, La Trobe University Bendigo, Australia, and author of Journeys 
East: 20th Century Western Encounters with Eastern Religious Traditions 
 
“This beautiful book, whose words and images have been so lovingly and discriminatingly 
assembled by Catherine Schuon, has the broadest coverage of any of the books on art that this 
writer has seen in forty years of teaching art and architecture. It should become the 
fundamental reference book for all comprehensive teaching of the visual arts, anywhere in the 
world.”  
—Keith Critchlow, Professor Emeritus, The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts, from the 
Foreword 
 
“A beautiful volume in which the intellective beauty of Schuon’s texts is mirrored in the 
aesthetic truth of the illustrations.” 
—Patrick Laude, author of Singing the Way: Insights in Poetry and Spiritual 
Transformation 
 
“Frithjof Schuon’s writings and reflections on art are scattered throughout his many 
books. Their importance would be matched by the accessibility they deserve. Catherine 
Schuon has assembled extracts from these writings and fleshed out their insights and 
observations with a selection of pertinent and illuminating illustrations. It is always true 
that man makes works of art, and is thereby made by them. What we contemplate we 
become. There is no more reliable guide to the profoundest implications of what this 
reciprocity of making and becoming made means than these texts.” 
—Brain Keeble, co-founder of Temenos Academy and editor of Every Man An Artist: 
Readings in the Traditional Philosophy of Art 
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An excerpt from this book 
 
“This book will delight, intrigue, and nourish the 
soul of the fortunate reader. Frithjof Schuon, on 
the basis of the fact that man is himself ‘made in 
the image of God,’ proceeds to unfold the three-
fold blessings of what it means to be human: ‘We 
can think, speak, and produce works of art,’ and 
these unique qualities enable us to ‘contemplate 
and realize the Infinite’.” 
—Keith Critchlow, from the Foreword 

 
 

About the Author Frithjof Schuon 
 
Frithjof Schuon, philosopher and metaphysician, is the best 
known proponent of the Perennial Philosophy. He wrote over 
25 books on spirituality and faith during his lifetime and was 
also a painter and a poet. In the last three years of his life, he 
wrote over 3,200 poems in German. He died in 1998. 
 

 
What others have said about  

Frithjof Schuon 
 
“I have met with no more impressive work in the comparative study of Oriental and 
Occidental religion.” 
—T. S. Eliot, commenting on Schuon’s first book in English, The Transcendent Unity of 
Religions   
 
“The man is a living wonder; intellectually a propos religion, equally in depth and breadth, the 
paragon of our time. I know of no living thinker who begins to rival him.” 
—Huston Smith, author of The World’s Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions 
 
“M. Schuon’s thought does not demand that we agree or disagree but that we understand or 
do not understand. Such writing is of rare and lasting value.” 
—Times Literary Supplement, on Schuon’s Stations of Wisdom 
 
“Readers … will certainly find in the writings of Schuon … completely new perspectives in 
every aspect of religious thought—on the meaning of symbolism, for example, or the idea of 
sin, or the warfare between scientism and religion, or the idea of esotericism, and much, much 
else. Very probably, it will seem to the reader that until now he has ignored an entire 
dimension in his thinking…” 
—Jacob Needleman, San Francisco State University 
 
“It is a very good thing to see a book with Mr. Schuon’s writings about the American Indians. 
His words are important because he sees the Indian traditional religion with the eyes of a man 
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who prays and who loves the Indians. He has studied all the religions in the world so he can 
compare our Indian ways to the ways of other religions.” 
—Thomas Yellowtail, Crow Sun Dance Chief, on Schuon’s The Feathered Sun 

 
About the Editor Catherine Schuon 

 
Catherine Schuon was born in Bern, Switzerland. Her interest in world 
religions and spirituality brought her into contact with Frithjof Schuon, 
whom she married in May 1949. She accompanied her husband on all of 
his travels and helped him to receive visits and answer correspondence 
from spiritual seekers, which brought her into contact with people from 
diverse religions and from across the world. Since her husband’s death 
in 1998, Mrs. Schuon spends several months each year traveling 
throughout the world to visit many of Frithjof Schuon’s admirers. 

 

About the Author of the Foreword Keith Critchlow 
 
Dr. Keith Critchlow is the co-founder of Temenos and the author of numerous 
books on geometry, including Order in Space and Time Stands Still. He is also 
the Director of the Prince of Wales Institute of Architecture in London and a 
former professor of Islamic Art at the Royal College of Art. Dr. Critchlow, a 
leading expert in sacred architecture, also founded Kairos, a society that 
investigates, studies, and promotes traditional values of art and science.  

 
 

About the Author of the Introduction Barbara Perry 
 
Barbara Perry, a lifelong friend of the Schuons, is the widow of Whitall Perry, author of 
the opus A Treasury of Traditional Wisdom. She lives in Bloomington, Indiana. 
 


