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This definitive anthology on the Prayer of the 
Heart, or the way of invocation, presents for the 
first time key selections from major classics of 
spirituality, accompanied by essays by some of the 
most renowned scholars and spiritual authorities. 
Drawn from the world’s major religions, this work 
takes the reader on a pilgrimage to the heart of 
prayer and reveals the reasons why prayer is the 
essence of the human condition.  
 
These luminous pages are written in the language 
of Love and speak to the highest aspirations of 
humanity: “to know that which is, and to be that 
which knows” through the spiritual alchemy of the 
invocation of God’s Name.  
 
Pray Without Ceasing features essays by such 
renowned scholars as: 

 
 Frithjof Schuon  
 Titus Burckhardt  
 Martin Lings  
 Leo Schaya  
 Marco Pallis  
 D.T. Suzuki  
 Archimandrite 

Lev Gillet  
 Mir Valiuddin  

 Thomas 
Yellowtail  

 Sri Ramakrishna  
 Swami Ramdas  
 Mahatma Gandhi  
 Vandana Mataji  
 Ramana 

Maharshi  
 Swami 

Abhishiktananda   

 Gojun Shichiri  
 Gao Xingjian  
 William Johnston  
 Father Lorenzo 

Sales  
 Shaykh Ahmad 

Al-‘Alaw   
 Simone Weil 

 

Additional Publication Information 
Pray Without Ceasing also contains: 

 An Introduction by Patrick Laude; 
 A Comprehensive Glossary; 
 A Biographical Note; 
 A Complete Index. 

 
The book has a publication date of April 30, 2006, is 240 pages, and has a suggested 
retail price of $19.95. 



________________________________________________________________________ 
Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

About the Editor Patrick Laude 
 

Patrick Laude is a Professor at Georgetown University. He is 
the author of numerous articles and several books dealing with 
the relationship between mysticism, symbolism, and 
literature, as well as important spiritual fi gures such as Jeanne 
Guyon, Simone Weil, Louis Massignon, and Frithjof Schuon. 
His works include Singing the Way: Insights in Poetry and 
Spiritual Transformation, Approches du quiétisme, and 
Divine Play, Sacred Laughter, and Spiritual Understanding. 
He is also the co-editor of Music of the Sky: An Anthology of 
Spiritual Poetry and Frithjof Schuon: Life and Teachings. He is 
currently Professor of French at Georgetown University. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
An Excerpt from the Introduction 

 
“It is widely recognized in all religious worlds that nothing is more important than 
prayer, since prayer involves a direct relationship between the Divine and the human. 
Nothing can be deemed more spiritually necessary than prayer since among all possible 
actions none engages as direct a communication with the Great Mystery. A work of 
charity, for example, could be considered prima facie as important as prayer, or it could 
be viewed as an extension and a consequence of prayer inasmuch as it is centered on a 
consciousness of the Divine; but it is nevertheless contingent upon circumstances and 
particular needs, whereas prayer as such is totally unconditioned since it expresses the 
very essence of the human station before the One.” 

 
What others have said about Pray Without Ceasing 

 
“Patrick Laude has provided a rich resource that is at once spiritual and scholarly. 
Extraordinary foundational texts on the unceasing invocation of the divine name are 
complemented by illuminating analytical essays on the remembrance of God. Pray 
without Ceasing is a wonderful introduction to the experience of prayer; it also 
comprises an initiation into the world of prayer itself. “ 
—Fr. John Chryssavgis, author of In the Heart of the Desert: The Spirituality of the 
Desert Fathers and Mothers 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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 “Pray Without Ceasing by Patrick Laude is for anyone seeking inner union with the 
Divine.  A name of God, Divinely revealed, legitimately bestowed by a proper spiritual 
authority and frequently invoked, reconsecrates the altar of the temple, or the heart of 
the believer, and functions in a direct way to reanimate the Holy Spirit or latent Divine 
breath within. When the finite and temporal human heart is rhythmically impressed 
with a Divine name, which by its very nature participates in the infinite and the eternal, 
the heart cannot resist and invariably recalls theomorphic essence.” 
—Virginia Gray Henry, author of Beads of Faith: Pathways to Mediation and 
Spirituality using Rosaries, Prayer Breads and Sacred Words 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“Patrick Laude has given us here a superb anthology where prayer is the human 
condition's focal point. Through a wide array of texts across traditions, prayer shines as 
a most desired and most innate act. Its transformative light restores dignity to human 
beings who glow in its dwellings. All religions seem to agree that to pray is to reside in 
the Divine Name that is none other than the Divine Presence itself.” 
—Amira El-Zein, Director of the Arabic Program Tufts University 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“Simplicity and depth. These qualities of the spiritual journey fill the pages of Patrick 
Laude’s rich and inspiring pilgrimage through the centuries and cultures of the human 
search for God. He shows us how our own practice connects us with this great living 
tradition. “ 
—Laurence Freeman OSB, Georgetown University 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“How does one travel from the abstract to the concrete in religion, assimilate spiritually 
that which is conceived mentally, render intimate and transformative that which 
appears to be remote and inaccessible? Pray Without Ceasing gives us a resounding 
answer, a veritable symphony of voices from a dazzling variety of religious traditions, 
proclaiming in harmonious unity: the perpetual invocation of the Name of the 
Absolute.” 
—Reza Shah-Kazemi, Institute of Ismaili Studies, London 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


