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In our day, when there is much strife between 
religious factions, this rigorous comparative 
analysis, based on based on a close reading of the 
works of Shankara, Ibn Arabi, and Meister Eckhart, 
establishes a true foundation for an esoteric 
ecumenism.  
 
This groundbreaking work clarifies the theme of 
transcendence as understood by three of the greatest 
saints in the history of their respective religious 
traditions:  
 

 Shankara and Hinduism;  
 

 Ibn Arabi and Islam; and 
 

 Meister Eckhart and Christianity.  
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(Manshur-i Aqa’id-i Imamiyya), and edited Algeria: Revolution 
Revisited.  



________________________________________________________________________ 
Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

Additional Publication Information 
 
Paths to Transcendence contains:  
 

 A Preface and Introduction by author Reza Shah-Kazemi; 
 A Comprehensive Index and A Glossary of Terms; 
 An Appendix “Against the Reduction of Transcendence;” and  
 A Biographical Note.  

The publication date is March 31, 2006 and the estimated retail price is $26.95. 
Paths to Transcendence is approximately 280 pages. 

What has been said about this book? 

“Here is a major landmark in comparative metaphysics. The 
universality of spiritual realization through knowledge is rendered 
apparent with a rare combination of analytic rigor and depth of 
synthesis. This book demonstrates that spiritual intuition can 
inform and innervate academic discourse without compromising 
its conceptual demands.”—Patrick Laude, Georgetown University 
 
“Paths to Transcendence is an important book in the school of 
Sophia Perrenis.” 
—Martin Lings, author of Muhammad: His Life Based on the 
Earliest Sources 
 
“Paths to Transcendence' is superlatively perspicuous despite the exalted nature 
of its conceptual content and the great subtlety with which it is handled. The book 
brims with insight and is an exceptional addition to the field.” 
—Dr. Toby Mayer, Islamili Institute  
 
“Paths to Transcendence has the merit of gathering in the same volume the 
deepest thinking of the most intellectual and spiritual elite of three great traditions 
and civilizations: Shankara for Hinduism, Ibn Arabi for Islam and Meister Eckhart 
for Christianity. It provides detailed analysis and lucid examination of the 
misinterpretations which frequently occur nowadays about these spiritual 
authorities.”—Jean-Pierre LaFouge, Marquette University 

 
 

An Excerpt from Paths to Transcendence 
 
“Given the immense importance of these figures within their respective traditions, close 
scrutiny of their perspectives should yield valuable insights into the ultimate spiritual 
attainments conceived and realized in the Hindu, Muslim, and Christian traditions…  
Shankara, Ibn Arabi, and Meister Eckhart have been chosen as appropriate subjects for 
this study inasmuch as both the conceptual and experiential aspects of transcendence 
figure prominently in their articulated writings and discourses.”—Reza Shah-Kazemi 


