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This anthology is a concise introduction to the traditional 
philosophy of art, as it was understood for millennia in 
both East and West.  
 
This view, founded upon the idea of art as a perfection of 
workmanship seen in relationship to our understanding 
of the spiritual nature of reality, is summarized in this 
quotation below: 
 
“The artist is not a special kind of person, but every man 
is a special kind of artist.” 
—Ananda K. Coomaraswamy 
 
This view is sharply contrasted to the modern view, 
deriving since the time of the Renaissance, and 
culminating in the idea of “art for art’s sake.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Publication Information 

 
Every Man An Artist: Readings in the Traditional Philosophy of Art also contains: 

 
 A Foreword by renowned scholar, Seyyed Hossein Nasr; 
 An Introduction by the Editor, Brian Keeble; 
 A Detailed Index of Terms throughout the book. 

 
 
The book has a publication date of October 2005 and has a suggested retail price of 
$22.95. 



________________________________________________________________________ 
Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

About the Editor Brian Keeble 
 

Brian Keeble has long been devoted to the promulgation of the traditional 
arts and is the author of Art: For Whom and For What? (1998). He is the 
founder of Golgonooza Press and co-founder of Temenos Academy. He has 
contributed articles to Every Branch in Me: Essays on the Meaning of Man 
(World Wisdom, 2002) and The Betrayal of Tradition: Essays on the 
Spiritual Crisis of Modernity (World Wisdom, 2005). He lives with his wife 
in Ipswich, England.  
 

 
 

What others have said about Brian Keeble 
 
“Keeble’s [work] calls for eliminating the barriers between art, crafts, and work by 
infusing all activity with a sense of the sacred” 
—Jocelyn Godwin, Temenos Academy Review 
 
“Like his friend Philip Sherrard, Keeble is concerned for the rape of man and nature by the 
dehumanizing forces of modern science. In an increasingly post-modern and post-
industrial society, this will be a popular thesis for many…” 
—The Church Times 
 
“Keeble’s [work] reveals the underlying continuity of that mode of timeless wisdom that 
has been called Sophia perennis. 
—Francis Warner, Temenos Academy Review 
 
“At the heart of Brian Keeble’s concerns lie the fear that craft virtues have been forgotten 
and an unease at the consequences this has for human culture and society.” 
—The Tablet 
 

 
 
 
 

About the Author of the Foreword:  
Seyyed Hossein Nasr 

 
Seyyed Hossein Nasr is University Professor of Islamic Studies at the 
George Washington University. The author of over fifty books and 
five hundred articles, he is one of the world’s most respected writers 
and speakers on Islam, its arts and sciences, and its traditional 
mystical path, Sufism. His publications include Sufi Essays, 
Knowledge and the Sacred, Religion and the Order of Nature, and 
The Heart of Islam: Enduring Values for Humanity. A volume in the 
prestigious Library of Living Philosophers series has been dedicated 
to his thought. 


