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The Path of Muhammad:  
A Book On Islamic Morals And 

Ethics by Imam Birgivi 
 
The Path of Muhammad: A Book on Islamic Morals and 
Ethics is the first complete translation and interpretation of 
al-Tariqah al-Muahammadiyyah, a work composed in the 
16th century by Sufi scholar Imam Birgivi.  
 
Still used today in as an Arabic text in many of the most 
important schools and universities in the Islamic world, it 
invokes traditional sources in order to portray the beauty and 
depth of the Prophet Muhammad’s character, and provide a 

shining example for all Muslims to follow. The wisdom contained within The Path of 
Muhammad will be of interest to all believers, because these virtues are universals in their 
spirit, and will pertain to all peoples. 
 
The Path of Muhammad has been translated and interpreted for the first time into English 
by Shaykh Tosun Bayrak, Sufi Master, and head of the Halveti-Jerrahi order of Sufis. It is 
also beautifully illustrated by six hand drawn calligraphies representing common Arabic 
sayings. Examples of these calligraphies can be seen below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is being said about The Path of Muhammad 
 

“This long awaited classic of Islamic spirituality fulfills important needs in scholarship on 
the history of Sufism and in the contemporary search for spiritual direction in today’s 
troubled world…. In an era of rampant fundamentalism and simplistic and politicized 
responses to the world’s problems, this work reminds us that the greater struggle is 
within ourselves, and that the life of the body cannot be improved without the 
transformation of the soul.” 

- Vincent J. Cornell – author of Realm of the Saint: Power and Authority in Moroccan 
Sufism, and Director of the King Fahd Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies, 
University of Arkansas.  



________________________________________________________________________ 
Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

 
“Shaykh Tosun Bayrak has… rendered a great service to those English-speaking readers 
who are interested in learning the essentials of Islamic faith and practices…. Written in 
clear, lucid language and replete with verses from the Qur’an and Prophetic sayings [The 
Path of Muhammad] discusses the inner meaning of religious injunctions and how to 
purify our inner selves so as to gain closer proximity to Allah.” 

– Shaykh Abdul Mabud, Director General of the Islamic Academy, Cambridge, UK. 
 

Additional Publication Information 

The Path of Muhammad: A Book On Islamic Morals And Ethics by Imam Birgivi also 
contains: 
 

 The Last Will and Testament (Vasiyyetname) of Imam Birgiv.  The Last Will and 
Testament of Imam Birgivi is a summary of his life and his teachings, never before 
published in English. 

 6 original Arabic calligraphies  
 Biographical Notes 

 
The book has a publication date of March 2005 and has a suggested retail price of 
$21.95. 
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About the Author of The Path of Muhammad: A Book on 
Islamic Morals and Ethics 

  
Imam Birgivi 

 
Imam Birgivi was an Ottoman Muslim scholar and moralist who lived during the height of 
the Ottoman Empire, in the 16th century of the common era. Muhammad ibn Pir Ali, later 
called Birgivi, was born in Balikesir, Turkey, in 1522. In young manhood Muhammad 
was sent to Istanbul, the capital, to study theology under Ahizade Mehmed Efendi. After 
the completion of his education, he taught in various schools. During this time he became 
a dervish, attaching himself to a Sufi master of the order of Bayramiyyah. After briefly 
serving in a government position, Imam Birgivi abandoned all worldly concerns, 
dedicated his life to God, and became an ascetic. But his Sufi master, who appreciated 
both the virtue and the knowledge of his student, directed him to become a teacher of 
religion, religious jurisprudence, and morals, and to write books as well. Shortly, through 
his teaching and the writing of twenty-seven books, Muhammad ibn Pir Ali (now called by 
the title and name of Imam Birgivi) became very famous. Imam Birgivi fought against the 
distortion of Islamic teachings for the benefit of the ruling classes. He continued to live in 
the small distant town of Birgiv until he died of a plague in 1573, at the age of fifty-one.  

 
About the Interpreter: Shayhk Tosun Bayrak 

 
Shaykh Tosun Bayrak al-Jerrahi is a Sufi master of the Halveti-Jerrahi 
order. He has also translated, edited, and written numerous books on 
Islamic spirituality. Among his books are The Name and the Named: The 
Divine Attributes of God, What the Seeker Needs: Essays on Spiritual 
Practice, Oneness, Majesty and Beauty (by Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi), The 
Secret of Secrets (by Hadrat Abdul Qadir Al-Jilani), and Divine 
Governance of the Human Kingdom (by Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi). 

 
About the Author of the Foreword: Shayhk Abdul Mabud 

 
Dr. Shaikh Abdul Mabud is the Director General of the Islamic Academy in 
Cambridge, England. A graduate of the University of Cambridge, Dr. 
Mabud also has a Masters degree from the University of Rajshahi, India. 
He is the editor of Muslim Education Quarterly, and has written several 
books. He is the director of a major research project on curriculum and 
textbooks at the primary and secondary levels in Bangladesh and has also 
worked with other Muslim organizations both in England and abroad.  

 
About the Author of the Introduction: Vincent J. Cornell 

 
Vincent Cornell is a summa cum laude graduate of the University of 
California, Berkeley. He received his Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from the 
University of California, Los Angeles in 1989. For the past four years, he 
has been Professor of History and Director of the King Fahd Center for 
Middle East and Islamic Studies at the University of Arkansas. His pre-
modern interests cover the entire spectrum of Islamic thought from 
Sufism to philosophy and Islamic law. 


