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“Neither Aristotle nor any other Platonic, or genuinely 
Hellenic philosopher, would have approved of what the 
modern European man, in his greedy desire for profit, and 
demonic will to power, has made out of Hellenic 
philosophia” —Christos C. Evangeliou 
 
In modern times, Hellenic philosophy is almost always 
equated with “rationalism,” pure and simple, devoid of any 
spiritual contents. This could not be further from the truth. 
The unique approach in this book corrects the modern view 
of what Hellenic philosophy is and what kind of wisdom it 
presents.  
 

In reality, the Platonic and Pythagorean philosophy is a way of life and a means of spiritual 
realization. Its objective is to establish for practitioners a harmony with the cosmos, purifying 
their souls, and leading to union with the Divine Intellect and the One. Such philosophy is closer 
to the eternal Mysteries than to the fashions of Western logicians. By the Platonists and 
Pythagoreans themselves, their philosophy has been regarded as the “Golden Chain” of 
succession and transmission of essential and unchangeable knowledge. 

What is being said about The Golden Chain    

"Algis Uždavinys' anthology The Golden Chain will surely be of great help in the revival of the 
Neoplatonic spiritual tradition largely lost in America, but valued by New England 
Transcendentalists such as Emerson and Margaret Fuller and others.”  

Prof. Jay Bregman, University of Maine 

“This Anthology will be very precious for the serious scholars and students of philosophy, 
because it comprises in one volume rare Platonic, Neo-Platonic, Pythagorean and Neo-
Pythagorean texts, which constitute a truly golden chain of philosophic wisdom.” 

Christos Evangeliou, Professor of Philosophy at Towson University,  
and Vice President of ISNS 

The Golden Chain and the perennial wisdom it imparts is a much needed and neglected 
clarion call to character, and service to the community, one in which words like truth, justice, 
and compassion are not just paid lip-service, but are living, breathing, ensouled, and 
embodied.…I cannot praise…Uždavinys, or The Golden Chain, too highly!  

- M. A. B. Mineo, Dowling College 

 



Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 
 

"Algis Uždavinys’ The Golden Chain, An Anthology of Pythagorean and Platonic Philosophy, is 
an excellent resource for college humanities professors who wish to introduce their students to a 
spiritually transformative dimension of some key texts of the Pythagorean and Platonic 
(including later developments characterized by scholars as Middle Platonic and Neoplatonic) 
philosophical traditions and hence to a perspective on ancient philosophy easily passed over or 
missed all together by many contemporary university faculty in philosophy. It is also very good 
for general readers interested in an unusual perspective on such texts." 
    - Donna M. Altimari Adler, Loyola University of Chicago 

 
What Issues are Addressed in The Golden Chain? 

 
 What is the true, and original, purpose of ancient Hellenic philosophy?  

 
 How is this Greek wisdom tradition related to the ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian 

wisdom traditions?  
 

 How, and why, is Platonism often mis-interpreted by modern philosophy? 
  

 Why is the correct interpretation of ancient Hellenic thought important to a full 
understanding of traditional Christian, Judaic, and Islamic thought?  

 
 In what way can Greek wisdom be regarded as one of the main intellectual pillars of the 

“Sophia Perennis”(the “perennial wisdom”)? 
 
 

Which Readers will be Interested in The Golden Chain? 
 

 Students of Humanities, especially those interested in philosophy, cultural anthropology, 
traditional ethics, and aesthetics.  

 
 General readers who are interested in philosophy, religion, mystery cults, or traditional 

hermeneutics. 
 

 Spiritual seekers and those interested in the concept of Sophia Perennis will be interested 
in why ancient Hellenic wisdom is considered one of the main intellectual pillars of the 
perennial philosophy. 

 
Additional Publication Information 

 
 The Golden Chain contains a foreword by noted Neoplatonic scholar John F. Finamore. 

 
 The Golden Chain has a full index and a detailed glossary of all of the foreign terms used 

in the book. 
 

 The Golden Chain has a publication date of Fall 2004 and is $21.95. 
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Algis Uždavinys   

 
Dr. Algis Uždavinys is a research fellow at the Institute of Culture, 
Philosophy, and Arts, and also Lecturer at the Academy of Arts in his 
native Lithuania. He is a published scholar in English, French, and 
Lithuanian. His three most recent books (in Lithuanian) are 
Hermeneutical Philosophy and Mystagogy of Proclus (2002), 
Hellenic Philosophy from Numenius to Syrianus (2003), and The 
Egyptian Book of the Dead (2003). He has also translated the works 
of Frithjof Schuon, Ananda Coomaraswamy, and Plotinus into 
Russian and Lithuanian. Dr. Uždavinys’ work is regularly featured in 
journals such as Sophia and Sacred Web. 
 
His research includes work on Hellenic philosophy, especially 

Platonism and Neoplatonism, as well as traditional mythology and metaphysics, Sufism, and 
traditional art. In 1998, he was awarded an honorary fellowship to the British Academy. Also 
in 1998, he was voted Art Critic of the Year by the Lithuanian Association of Artists. 
 
 

About the author of the foreword  
 

John F. Finamore 
 
John F. Finamore is Professor and Chair in the Department of Classics 
at the University of Iowa. His areas of research interest include 
Neoplatonic philosophy from Plotinus to Philoponus, Greek and 
Roman philosophy, and Roman poetry. His most recent publication 
is Iamblichus’ De Anima: Text, Translation, and Commentary, co-
edited with J.M. Dillon (Leiden: Brill Press, 2002). Dr. Finamore also 
serves as President of the U.S. Section of the International Society of 
Neoplatonic Studies and is Editor for book manuscripts in 
Neoplatonism, Brill Press Series. 
 


