The Essential Vedanta:
A New Source Book of Advaita Vedanta

Advaita Vedanta has been perhaps the most important and
The Essential influential school of philosophy in India. The Essential Vedanta
will be of great interest to scholars, students, and spiritual
Ve b an 'C(] seekers of ancient Indian wisdom because it:
Aé?;'i.&‘i“véé’éiféa % Gives the only comprehensive introduction to this tradition
based upon its primary sources (through translations);

% Includes selections from all of the most important
representatives of this central philosophy of India;

% lllustrates how Advaita Vedanta functioned in Indian
cultural history and philosophy;

% s edited by Eliot Deutsch, one of the world’s leading
authorities on the Vedanta; and

Edited by Elio€ Deutsch

< New selections and a new preface

&
Rohit Dalwi

make this classic and widely regarded text available again to
readers.

What is being said about The Essential Vedanta

“The learned editors deserve congratulations for providing us with a complete picture of the origin
and the development of Advaita Vedanta in historical perspective from its inception in the Vedic
texts. 1t is a well conceived and well executed anthology of Vedanta philosophy from the original
texts, rich in content, most representative and complete in all respects”.

- Dr. Deba Brata Sensharma, Ex-Director,
Institute of Sanskrit & Indological Studies, Kurukshetra University

"The publication of this book is an event of the greatest significance for everybody who is
interested in the history of philosophy, and of Indian philosophy in particular.... Eliot Deutsch
[remains] one of the most respected contemporary authorities both in Vedanta and comparative
philosophy".

- Marietta Stepaniants, Director, Institute of Oriental Philosophy,
Russian Academy of Sciences

“The authors are acknowledged experts within the field and have accordingly made an excellent
selection of texts and provided them with clear, concise infroductions.”

—David Lorenzen, writing in the Journal of Asian Studies



“[This volume] is a significant contribution, and is a great aid to the study of Advaita Vedanta
from its primary source material.... [It] is a very useful anthology of the writings of Advaita
thinkers.... The selections cover in a comprehensive manner the doctrines and their nuances
relating to Advaita thought. Each selection has a useful introduction which enables the reader to
enter into the spirit of the selection. We are helped to a connected view of Advaita thought and
presentation through the ages.... [The authors’] approach is objective and exhibits high academic
rectitude.... The publication is a significant service done to comparative philosophy.”

—Dr. P. Nagaraja Rao, writing in the journal Vedanta Kesari

“[This booK] is overall an excellent collection of Advaita philosophic literature, much of it quite
inaccessible in translation (even some of the extant translations are now difficult to obtain), and
ought to be in the library of everyone interested in the study of Indian philosophy.”

—Richard Brooks, writing in Philosophy East and West

What issues are addressed in
The Essential Vedanta?

+» What is the goal of human life according to the Upanishads and the Indian Advaita Vedanta
tradition?

< What are the most important sources and who are the seminal authors of the Indian Advaita
Vedanta tradition?

Which readers will be interested in this book 2

+ Students of Hinduism will find this collection of essays invaluable in their studies. 1t is the
only anthology of its kind to draw on the major primary sources of this classic tradition.

< All spiritual seekers, regardless of religious affiliation, will find inspiration in the wisdom of
these classic works of Advaita Vedanta.

Additional publicaﬁon infov‘mod'ion

«+» The Essential Vedanta contains a full index and glossary of the key terms of Advaita Vedanta
contained in the work.

% The Essential Vedanta also contains a full bibliography of the primary sources of Advaita
Vedanta as well as suggestions for further reading.

% The Essential Vedanta has a publication date of September 2004, and a retail price of
$24.95.

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information



Editors of the new release from Wovurld Wisdom
The Essential Vedanta

CEliot Deutsch

ELIOT DEUTSCH is Professor of Philosophy and Chair of the
Department of Philosophy at the University of Hawaii. He is an
eminent philosopher, teacher, and writer who has made important
contributions to the understanding and appreciation of Eastern
philosophies in the West through his many works on comparative
philosophy and comparative aesthetics. Deutsch was editor (1967-
1987) of the international journal Philosophy East and West, Director
of the Sixth Eastern Philosophers conference, and past president of the
Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy.

Deutsch received his Ph.D. from Columbia University and has been
visiting professor at the University of Chicago and Harvard University,
as well as a visiting fellow and life member of the University of Cambridge. He has been an
invited lecturer at numerous universities and colleges in Asia, Europe, and the Americas, and is
the author of 15 books, including, Advaita Vedanta: A Philosophical Reconstruction (1969),
Studies in Comparative Aesthetics (1975), On Truth: An Ontological Theory (1979), Religion
and Spirituality (1995), Essays on the Nature of Art (1996), and Persons and Valuable Worlds
(2001). He has also written over 85 articles and reviews for professional journals. His works
have been translated into French, ltalian, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Korean, and )apanese,
highlighting his contributions to transcultural understanding.

Rohit Dalwvi

ROHIT DALVI was educated at Pune University (India) where he was
awarded BA and MA degrees. He subsequently studied at SUNY
Binghamton where he pursued a Masters in Philosophy with an
emphasis on Contemporary French Philosophy. His research interests
took him to France where he pursued further work on contemporary
French philosophy. While in France he was exposed to current research
on Indian metaphysics. Stimulated by this research, he then returned to
the United States to the University of Hawaii where he is now a doctoral
candidate. He is currently working on a dissertation on relations in
Indian and Western metaphysics.




