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Here is a classic anthology of remarkable essays on 
Buddhism edited by the noted author, artist, and 
humanitarian Frederick Franck. This revised edition offers 
readers: 

 essays by many of the most important twentieth century 
Japanese writers on Buddhism (particularly Zen), 

 an outstanding contribution to bridge building between 
Japanese Buddhism and Western philosophy, thus 
making the former much more accessible to Western 
readers, 

 clear ideas of what Zen (and Buddhism) is and is not, 
often challenging facile and trendy views of these 
traditions,  

 a number of contemporary views on the concept of “the 
Self” in Buddhism and Zen,  

 illuminating insights into the nature of Reality as 
understood by the school of Zen, clearing up 
misconceptions of the concepts of Void and Nothingness, 

 an introduction to Shin Buddhism, which is growing 
rapidly in the West, and 

 helpful introductions by Frederic k Franck to all the 
essays. 

 
This collection includes such essays as “’Nothingness’ in Meister Eckhart and Zen Buddhism,” by 
Ueda Shizuteru, and “Man and Nature in Christianity and Buddhism,” by Abe Masao.  These are 
just two examples of how the authors represented in this book have reached out to find common 
ground with Westerners in order to illustrate the true nature of Zen and Buddhism.  
 
The Kyoto School is a system of thought grounded in the Mahayana Buddhist tradition but open 
to Western thought. It is committed to the meeting of East and West in “a unity beyond 
differences.” The Buddha Eye is an anthology of significant writings by major figures of the 
Kyoto School, many of whom must be considered as among the most important twentieth 
century exponents of Zen.   
 
Under the wise guidance of these outstanding authors, along with the gentle and perceptive 
guidance of the editor, Frederick Franck,  readers will find The Buddha Eye is not such a difficult 
place to find and to appreciate, despite the great distances that must be traveled. 

The Buddha Eye is  
a collection of 17 essays, 

including one by D.T. Suzuki, 
and also has a new foreword 

by Joan Stambaugh 



Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 
 

What others have said about The Buddha Eye 
 
“This anthology serves as an excellent introduction to the Suzuki version of Zen” 

- Journal of Asian Studies 
 
“The juxtaposition of essays is provocative in eliciting a Western response. Some of the essays 
are already recognized as classics and some of the others should be.…This book provides a 
service to Western students of religion who wish to broaden their understanding of cross-cultural 
religious and philosophical dialogue.” 

- The Eastern Buddhist 
 

“The Buddha Eye…is an important and interesting collection.…” 
- Philosophy East and West 

 
“Fredrick Franck has done us all a wonderful service in culling the pages of The Eastern Buddhist 
for these gem-like essays by the profoundest thinkers of the Kyoto school.…This book is a very 
precious gift to us in that it allows us a sojourn in the Buddha eye.… It is joyfully recommended to 
all.” 

- Robert Thurman, Columbia University, and author of Essential Tibetan Buddhism 
 
 

“With the appearance of The Buddha Eye…a new era in Buddhist thought has been launched.” 
- Taitetsu Unno, Smith College, and author of Shin Buddhism: Bits of Rubble Turn into Gold 

 
 

Some Issues addressed in The Buddha Eye 
 

 How does the Kyoto School open a dialogue between religion as such and characteristic 
aspects of the modern world, such as science, secularism and atheism? 

 
 How do these major 20th century Japanese philosophers help to clarify our conception of 

Reality and Self through their contemporary interpretations of Zen? 
 
 

Other Publication information 
 

 The Buddha Eye: An Anthology of the Kyoto School and its Contemporaries is a revised 
edition of the classic The Buddha Eye: An Anthology of the Kyoto School.  It contains a brand 
new foreword by the well-known writer on philosophy, Joan Stambaugh. 

 
 The Buddha Eye contains 17 essays by some of the most famous20th Century authors on 

Zen Buddhism, including D.T. Suzuki, Masao Abe, and Rryojin Soga, all of which were 
originally published in the journal The Eastern Buddhist, founded by D.T. Suzuki. 

 
 The Buddha Eye has a publication date of April 30th 2004, and a price of $19.95, ISBN: 0-

941532-59-3. 


