Journeys East:
20th Century Western Encounters with Castern
Religious Traditions

“The West’s modern encounter with the East, particularly in the religious
domain, was one of the most momentous events of our time...[yet]
despite the many distinguished studies in the field, there [is] a certain gap
which might usefully be filled.” With these words, the author of Journeys
\ | East, Harry Oldmeadow, begins to fill that gap. If we accept, as the
author does, “that Eastern religious traditions, even today and despite
the ravages of modernization, are custodians of a wisdom of which the
West stands in the most urgent need,” then this book traces for us how
and when that wisdom has had an impact on modern Western thought
A" and spirituality in a stunning variety of ways.

In short, Journeys East presents readers with a sweeping view of events
and people that have contributed and are still contributing much to the
assimilation of Eastern ideas into modern Western thought. Oldmeadow
moves quickly through the history of Western engagements with Eastern
traditions, looks at Eastern influences on Western thought, and
concludes with some observations on cross-cultural religious
understanding and the inner unity of religions. The two concluding
chapters offer important keys that can not only help us to recognize the spirit of the East in current Western
ideas, but also to unlock its expansive and timeless secrets within our own intellectual and spiritual lives.

What others have said about Journeys East

“This is the most comprehensive, engaging, and responsible treatment of the advent of Asian thought to
the West that has ever been written — Journeys East will be indispensable for students of comparative
religion.”

- Huston Smith, author of The World’s Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions

“This voluminous work is distinguished by both careful scholarship and intellectual penetration. No other
available study can compare in either depth or breadth with Oldmeadow’s treatment of the very important
encounter of the West with the spiritual traditions of the East during the past two centuries. Journeys East
is a major achievement in the field of religious studies, indispensable for anyone interested in the encounter
of the West with Eastern religions and cultures yesterday and today.”

- Seyyed Hossein Nasr, George Washington University, and author of The Heart of Islam : Enduring
Values for Humanity and many others

"A wide ranging, thoughtful, informed, and provocative work, significantly advancing the contemporary
discussion of the history, substance, and meaning of 20th century Western encounters with 'the East.'"

- Reginald A. Ray, author of Indestructible Truth and Secret of the Vajra World



"Journeys East is one of the very few intellectual histories of our age, if we take the intellect to be more than
the mind or reason. Journeys East is an account of the actual philosophers of the recent past rather than of
the poseurs and pretenders to that title who in the same breath call themselves empiricists or post-
modern."

- Roger Sworder, La Trobe University, Bendigo

"Journeys East: 20th Century Western Encounters with Eastern Religious Traditions is a book 1 have
been waiting for: it is the most complete and the most sympathetic account of the meeting and mingling of
Western and Eastern traditions, that has characterized the history of religion in the 20th century.

- Rlaus K. Rlostermaier, FRSC, University of Manitoba, and author of A Survey of Hinduism
What issues are addressed in Journeys East?

+ How have Eastern ideas and spiritual traditions found their way into Western thought and practices
since contacts first began?

% Which people have made important contributions to the introduction of Eastern ideas and spirituality
into the West?

+ Inwhat arenas of Western thought and practice have Eastern influences been most creatively
assimilated (e.g., psychology, philosophy, science, politics, etc.)?

% Onwhat grounds can a real and lasting cross-cultural understanding between East and West be built?

+ How can we explain the formal diversity of the religious traditions of East and West while at the same
time recognizing an essential unity that underlies them?

Which readers will be interested in this work?

< Scholars in Comparative Religion or the History of Religion should find that this study fills in many
gaps in the history of modern Western religions.

+ Scholars in Philosophy or History will also find in Journeys East many materials and insights that
have never been collected and organized before in such a comprehensive manner.

% General readers with a wide range of interests should discover that Journeys East makes for
fascinating and rewarding reading. Highly specialized academic jargon is avoided and the book is
deliberately inter-disciplinary, varied, and the “story” moves along quickly. Readers who lived through
the 60s and 70s will find many familiar figures in Journeys East, as will those with an interest in
general science, philosophy, or religion.

Additional Publication Jnfov‘w\a’rion

Journeys East: 20th Century Western Encounters with Eastern Religious Traditions has a foreword by
the famous writer on comparative religion, Huston Smith (who is also one of the figures covered in the
book).

Journeys East has an expected publication date of Summer 2004 and a price of $24.95.

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information.



Authowr of
Journeys East: 20th Century Western Encounters
with Eastern Religious Traditions

Harry Oldmeadow

Harry Oldmeadow was born in Melbourne in 1947. His parents were
Christian missionaries in India where he spent nine years of his childhood and
developed an early interest in the civilizations of the East. Harry studied
history, politics and literature at the Australian National University, taking out
a First Class Honors degree in history. After further studies at the University
of Sydney, he worked as a history tutor at La Trobe University in Melbourne. 1t
was during this period that he discovered the works of René Guénon, Ananda
Coomaraswamy and Frithjof Schuon—works that would alter his own
intellectual and spiritual trajectory. In 1980 he enrolled for a Masters degree
in Religious Studies at the University of Sydney where he completed a
dissertation on the work of Frithjof Schuon and the other principal
Traditionalist writers. This study was awarded the University of Sydney Medal
for excellence in research and was eventually published by the Sri Lankan
Institute of Traditional Studies under the title Traditionalism: Religion in the
Light of the Perennial Philosophy (Colombo, 2000). Under the auspices of this Institute, Harry delivered
the Inaugural Ananda Coomaraswamy Memorial Lecture, in Colombo, on “The Religious Tradition of the
Australian Aborigines."

Professor Oldmeadow is currently the Coordinator of Philosophy and Religious Studies at La Trobe
University in Bendigo, Australia. Over the last decade he has published extensively in such journals as
Sacred Web, Sophia, and Asian Philosophy. He is currently working on his next project, The Betrayal of
Tradition, to be published by World Wisdom in the Fall of 2004. Harry lives with his wife and younger son
on a small property outside Bendigo.

Praise fov previous works by Kenneth Oldmeadow

“One cannot commend (this) work too highly within the parameters of their intended purpose and it is a
delight to see (it) in print, for there exist few better introductions in book form to the field of traditional
studies.”

- Alvin Moore Jr, on Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial Philosophy.

“0Of these new contributions to the growing body of Traditionalist writings, undoubtedly the most useful,
though, is Kenneth Oldmeadow's book entitled Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial
Philosophy... As an overview of Traditionalism and its various first generation authors and their ideas,
Oldmeadow's is a valuable book, made more so because it also takes into account (or to task, as the case
may be) other methodologies for the study of religion.”

- Esoterica Journal, on Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial Philosophy

“The first wideranging study of the 'traditionalist' or 'perennialist' school of twentieth century

thinkers....This book makes it clear why no one seriously engaged in religious or sociological studies can

afford to disregard the work of these writers, and why any reassessment of current values—now

increasingly called into question—must take into account the profound traditionalist critique of the modern
‘Western world view.”

- Ranjit Fernando, editor of The Unanimous Tradition:

Essays on the Essential Unity of All Religions



About the Authowr of Foreword to

Journeys East

Huston Smith

Huston Smith is Thomas ). Watson Professor of Religion and Distinguished Adjunct
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, Syracuse University. His many books include
Forgotten Truth: The Common Vision of the World's Religions, Beyond the Post-

| Modern Mind, and Why Religion Matters: The Fate of the Human Spirit in an Age of
Disbelief, as well as the classic The World's Religions. His discovery of Tibetan
multiphonic chanting was lauded as “an important landmark in the study of music”,
and his film documentaries of Hinduism, Tibetan Buddhism, and Sufism have all won
international awards.

Praise fov‘ Other works by Huston Smith

“The World's Religions, by Huston Smith, has been a standard introduction to its eponymous subject since
its first publicationin 1958.”

-Amazon.com, on The World’s Religions
“This is one book on world religions 1 can't do without. 1 return to it often--and always with reward”
- Bill Moyers, on The World's Religions
"The best one-volume book on world religions remains Huston Smith's The World Religions."
- Library Journal, on The World's Religions

“This is truly a book of wisdom to accompany readers through the metaphorical tunnel into the light of a
new millennium.”

- Library Journal, on Why Religion Matters

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information.



