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An excerpt from the Introduction by Harry Oldmeadow 

“That there 

To understand the problem, how things have come to their current state, 

The Betrayal of Tradition: 
Essays on the Spiritual Crisis of Modernity 

Here is an anthology of essays that examine the deepest roots of 
the modern world’s spiritual crisis. These 25 essays are divided 
into five sections that illustrate the focus of the book: 

  
World Wisdom

 

 Tradition and Modernity  

 Perennial Truths  and Modern Counterfeits  

 The Social Order 

 The “Single Vision” of Scientism  

 The Destruction of Traditional Cultures 
 
The editor of The Betrayal of Tradition, Harry Oldmeadow, 
states that “the modern world stands in the most urgent need of 
the wisdom of the ages,” and who can argue with this point? Yet, 
as many of the essays illustrate, the modern world has 
knowingly or ignorantly done all it can to destroy and defame 
 means of conveyance—the spiritual traditions of the world and 

the rich civilizations that depended on them for their lifeblood. This program of destruction has 
endured for several centuries in the West and has now spread to all corners of the world.   
 
A
contemporary world are, in one way or another, related to “the betrayal of tradition,” which is to 
say the loss of a living understanding of those principles and values which governed the 
traditional civilizations of both East and West.  
 
T
examine the most urgent problems of modernity from a wide variety of perspectives. Behind the 
apparent diversity of these perspectives, readers will see an inner unity that comes from the 
unanimous conviction that modern civilization has lost its spiritual bearings and that a return to 
the timeless truths of Tradition is a necessary condition for any recovery. 

is indeed a spiritual crisis will hardly be denied by anyone who has pondered the 
condition of the contemporary world.…The ‘signs of the times’ are plain enough to those with 
eyes to see.  No amount of gilded rhetoric about ‘progress’, the ‘miracles’ of modern science and 
technology, or the ’triumphs of democracy’ (to mentioned just three shibboleths of modernity) 
can hide the fact that our age is tyrannized by an outlook inimical to our most fundamental needs, 
our deepest yearnings, our most noble aspirations. More problematic is the question of how we 
arrived at this state of affairs and in which directions we might turn for some remedy.…” 
 
 

and the nature of the remedy, are the subject of this book. 



Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

 

Who are the contributors to The Betrayal of Tradition? 

There are 25 contributors to The Betrayal of Tradition. Here are a few of the most notable: 

 René Guénon, Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, Frithjof Schuon, and Titus Burckhardt were 
among the founders and leading authors of the Traditionalist or Perennialist school of 
thought.  

 Thomas Yellowtail was the Sun Dance Chief who was largely responsible for renewing the 
Sun Dance religion in the Crow tribe of Montana. 

  Seyyed Hossein Nasr is one of the world’s most authoritative voices on the inner 
dimensions of Islam (Sufism) and many other aspects of the Islamic tradition. 

 Kathleen Raine and Brian Keeble are both renowned artists and poets dedicated to the 
promotion of traditional art, and were co-founders of the Temenos Academy in London. 

What issues are addressed in The Betrayal of Tradition? 
 What are the root causes of the spiritual disorientation of the modern world? 

 Why, amidst the much-vaunted achievements and marvels of a “progressive” science and 
technology, is the modern world pervaded by alienation, indifference and societal 
dissolution? 

 How has the modern world lost its spiritual bearings, and how might they be recovered? 

Which readers will be interested in this work? 

 People who have a grave sense of disquiet about “modern civilization” but who have not yet 
discovered the world of Tradition—especially those who are somewhat vaguely aware that 
many contemporary crises are actually spiritual in origin. 

 
 Students of Perennial Philosophy will find the contributions from the likes of Schuon, 

Burckhardt and Coomaraswamy, most interesting. 

Additional Publication Details 

 The Betrayal of Tradition has an expected publication date of Spring 2004. 

 It has an expected retail price of $19.95. 



Editor of the new release from World Wisdom 
 

The Betrayal of Tradition: 
Essays on the Spiritual Crisis of Modernity 

 
Harry Oldmeadow 

Kenneth Harry Oldmeadow was born in Melbourne in 1947. His parents were 
Christian missionaries in India where he spent nine years of his childhood and 
developed an early interest in the civilizations of the East.  Harry studied 
history, politics and literature at the Australian National University, taking a 
First Class Honors degree in history. After further studies at the University of 
Sydney, he worked as a history tutor at La Trobe University in Melbourne. It 
was during this period that he discovered the works of René Guénon, Ananda 
Coomaraswamy and Frithjof Schuon—works that would alter his own 
intellectual and spiritual trajectory. In 1980 he enrolled for a Masters degree in 
Religious Studies at the University of Sydney where he completed a 
dissertation on the work of Frithjof Schuon and the other principal traditionalist 
writers. This study was awarded the University of Sydney Medal for excellence 
in research and was eventually published by the Sri Lanka Institute of 
Traditional Studies as Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial 

Philosophy (Colombo, 2000). Under the auspices of this Institute, Harry delivered the inaugural Ananda 
Coomaraswamy Memorial Lecture, in Colombo, on “The Religious Tradition of the Australian Aborigines." 
 
He is currently the Coordinator of Philosophy and Religious Studies at La Trobe University Bendigo. Over 
the last decade he has published extensively in such journals as Sacred Web, Sophia, and Asian 
Philosophy. He recently completed a major study of East-West spiritual contacts and influences, titled 
Journey’s East, published by World Wisdom in the Spring of 2004. Harry lives with his wife and younger 
son on a small property outside Bendigo.  

Praise for previous works by Harry Oldmeadow 

“One cannot commend (this) work too highly within the parameters of their intended purpose and it is a 
delight to see (it) in print, for there exist few better introductions in book form to the field of traditional 
studies.” 

- Alvin Moore Jr, editor of Selected Letters of Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, 
 on Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial Philosophy 

“Of these new contributions to the growing body of Traditionalist writings, undoubtedly the most useful, 
though, is Kenneth Oldmeadow's book entitled Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial 
Philosophy… As an overview of Traditionalism and its various first generation authors and their ideas, 
Oldmeadow's is a valuable book, made more so because it also takes into account (or to task, as the case 
may be) other methodologies for the study of religion.” 

- Esoterica Journal, on Traditionalism: Religion in the Light of the Perennial Philosophy 

“This is the most comprehensive, engaging, and responsible treatment of the advent of Asian thought to 
the West that has ever been written—Journeys East will be indispensable for students of comparative 
religion.” 

- Huston Smith, author of The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom Tradition, on Journeys East 

“A highly accurate and encyclopedic compendium of the history of western encounters with eastern 
religious traditions. One finds herein not just the names of innumerable significant individuals, but a 
review of their views and their significance. It will long remain a standard reference work.” 
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- Rama Coomaraswamy, author of The Destruction of the Christian Tradition, on Journeys East



Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information. 

 

 

Contributors to The Betrayal of Tradition 

Robert Aitken is one of the most widely respected Western teachers of Zen Buddhism. He first 
encountered Zen during World War II as an internee in a Japanese camp for enemy civilians in Kobe. Whilst 
in the camp he met and was much influenced by R.H. Blyth. Aitken-Roshi is the author of many articles and 
nine books, including Taking the Path of Zen (1985) and Original Dwelling Place: Zen Buddhist Essays 
(1996). 
 
Karen Armstrong is the internationally-renowned author of Through the Narrow Gate (1981), an 
autobiographical account of her seven years as a Roman Catholic nun, and of numerous books on Islam 
and other world religions. She teaches at the Leo Baeck College for the Study of Judaism and in 1999 
received the Muslim Public Affairs Council Media Award.  
 
Rodney Blackhirst has been a lecturer in Philosophy and Religious Studies at La Trobe University for the 
past decade. He has diverse interests in philosophy, cosmology and religion, specializing in the Greek 
tradition and the monotheistic faiths.  Dr Blackhirst is a regular contributor to Sacred Web. 
 
Titus Burckhardt was one of the primary authors of the Traditionalist school of thought. He wrote on 
metaphysics, cosmology, art, architecture, alchemy, symbolism, and traditional civilization. An anthology 
of his work, The Essential Titus Burckhardt, was published by World Wisdom in 2003. 
 
Fatima Jane Casewit holds a Master of Philosophy in education from the University of Manchester and 
studied Chinese language and literature at Durham University. She lives in Morocco and has worked as a 
consultant for a national girls’ education project and on other development projects there. She has 
translated Abdul Wahed Radhu's book Caravane Tibetaine into English. 
 
Brian Coman is a former research biologist. As well as numerous scientific publications, he is the author of 
Tooth and Nail: the Story of the Rabbit in Australia (1999). Dr Coman is currently enrolled as a 
postgraduate research student at La Trobe University Bendigo where his doctoral thesis argues a defense 
of the Judeo-Christian tradition against the criticisms of contemporary ecological historians. 
 
Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy was born in 1877 in Ceylon. He was a multi-talented researcher, 
scientist, linguist, expert on culture and art, philosopher, museum curator, and author. He was the first 
well-known writer of the modern era to expound the importance of traditional arts, culture, and thought as 
more than simply relics of a bygone past. Coomaraswamy's elucidation of traditional arts and crafts, and 
his exegesis of classical, Christian and Indian metaphysics marked him as one the twentieth century's most 
authoritative and influential exponents of the perennial philosophy. 
 
Rama Coomaraswamy was educated in both England and India where he received a traditional education in 
Sanskrit and Hindi. He later studied medicine in the USA where he practiced as a surgeon. He is the author 
of many articles and books on theological subjects, including The Destruction of the Christian Tradition 
(1981). He is the son of Ananda K. Coomaraswamy and has edited his father's letters and several 
collections of his essays, including The Essential Ananda Coomaraswamy, published by World Wisdom. 
 
James Cowan is an Australian philosopher, novelist, traveler and "cultural adventurer" whose work 
explores the continuum between past, present and future. He is best-known for a series of works on the 
culture and spiritual heritage of the Australian Aborigines, including Mysteries of the Dreaming (1989) 
and Myths of the Dreaming (1994), and for his prize-winning novels which include A Mapmaker's Dream 
(1996) and A Troubadour's Testament (1998). 
 
Brian Keeble has long been devoted to the promulgation of the traditional arts and his best known book is 
Art: For Whom and For What? (1998). He is the founder of Golgonooza Press and co-founder of Temenos 
Academy. 



 
 
 
Ali Lakhani graduated from Cambridge University before moving to Vancouver where he has practiced as a 
trial lawyer for 25 years. In 1998 he founded the traditionalist journal, Sacred Web, with the aim of 
identifying the first principles of traditional metaphysics and promoting their application to the contingent 
circumstances of modernity.  
 
Patrick Laude is Professor of French at Georgetown University and the author of numerous articles, 
translations, and books on the relationship between mysticism, symbolism and literature, including his 
recent The Way of Poetry: Essays on Poetics and Contemplative Transformation (2002). 
 
Seyyed Hossein Nasr is one of the world’s most recognized authorities on Islam. He is University Professor 
of Islamic Studies at George Washington University and the author of over 30 books and three hundred 
articles on topics ranging from comparative religion to traditional Islamic philosophy, cosmology, art, 
ecology and mysticism. His books include Ideals and Realities of Islam (1966), Knowledge and the Sacred 
(the 1981 Gifford Lectures), Sufi Essays (1991), and Religion and the Order of Nature (1996). 
 
Mary Midgley was Professor of Philosophy at Newcastle University and is the author of many books 
exploring the history and philosophy of modern science. Her special interests include the development of 
moral principles concerned with the welfare of non-human species.  
 
Kathleen Raine was an internationally recognized English poet and Blake scholar. She was the founder of 
Temenos Academy, an organization that advocates the primacy of the Imagination and which promulgates 
a traditional view of the arts and crafts in Britain.  
 
Frithjof Schuon was the foremost expositor of the Perennialist perspective in the twentieth century. He is 
best known as a philosopher in the metaphysical current of Shankara and Plato, writing more than 25 
books on metaphysical and religious themes, and publishing other books of his selected paintings and 
mystical poetry. His analyses of spiritual problems facing modern people and societies were unique in 
content and style and continue to influence a new generation of Traditionalist/Perennialist thinkers. 
 
Timothy Scott is an Arts Honours graduate of La Trobe University Bendigo. He is currently engaged on a 
doctoral thesis on "The Universal Symbolism of the Ark". His interests include traditional metaphysics, 
cosmology and esoteric sciences within the Western tradition. He is a regular contributor to the 
traditionalist journals Sacred Web and Sophia and lives with his wife and daughter in Germany. 
 
Philip Sherrard’s works express a combination of metaphysics, theology, art and aesthetics.  He was one 
of the founders of the British review journal Temenos. His works demonstrate an all-embracing vision in 
which the natural and the supernatural come together in a wholeness that bears witness to the numinous 
wonder of life. 
 
Roger Sworder is Head of the Department of Arts at La Trobe University Bendigo where he lectures in 
Philosophy, Religious Studies and Literature. His particular interests include Plato and the pre-Socratics, 
traditional theories of work and art, and Romanticism. He is the author of books on Homer and 
Parmenides, and of Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life (1995).   
 
Thomas Yellowtail was Medicine Man and Sun Dance Chief of the Crow tribe, raised with the old timers 
who knew the freedom and sacred ways of the pre-reservation era. As the principal figure in the Crow-
Shoshone Sun Dance religion during the last half of the 20th century and one of the last links to the pre-
reservation days, he kept alive the spiritual traditions of the Crow tribe. His biography, Yellowtail: Crow 
Medicine Man and Sun Dance Chief (edited by Michael Oren Fitzgerald) was published in 1991. 
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