
Living in Amida’s Universal Vow: 
Essays on Shin Buddhism 

Shin Buddhism arises from the teachings of Shinran, a profoundly 
compelling spiritual authority of 13th century Japan. Shinran 
taught men from all walks of life to find solace and strength in 
Amida Buddha, a compassionate aspect of the Cosmic Buddha 
who renounced his own enlightenment until all men could be 
saved through his power. 
 
The place of Shin Buddhism in the contemporary spectrum of 
Buddhist traditions has been gaining in significance and depth of 
scholarship. From many angles, scholars are exploring the relation 
of this teaching to the ancient tradition from which it emerged as 
well as discerning its contemporary relevance. 
 
Living in Amida’s Universal Vow offers a broad spectrum of 
essays concerning Pure Land and Shin Buddhism. The selection of 
authors ranges from major teachers in modern Shin Buddhism to 

more recent scholars who are making significant contributions to the study of the tradition. It also 
furnishes material on the social perspective of Shin Buddhism and its ethical orientation, as well 
as comparative approaches. 
 
As the foundation of the largest popular Buddhist sect in Japan (and overseas in the West), the 
many-faceted aspects of Shin Pure Land Buddhism merit increased attention. Though Zen and 
Tibetan Buddhism have generated much interest in the West among students and some 
practitioners, Shin Buddhism has always reached out to the masses with the message of Amida 
Buddha’s universal compassion.  Groundbreaking in its content and approach, this book 
succeeds in showing the continued relevance of Shin Buddhism to both scholars and seekers. 

An excerpt from the Introduction by Alfred Bloom 
 

“Though it has been in the West for over one hundred years, Pure Land and Shin Buddhism 
have been little known or understood among Western peoples. The reasons for this are varied, 
but with the growing availability of important scholarly studies and easily understood popular 
interpretations, seekers now have the opportunity to encounter the richness and depth of the 
tradition. It is the intention of this anthology to contribute to a greater understanding of Pure Land 
teaching in particular and Buddhism in general.… 

“This anthology provides a sampling of the resources available for the study of Shin Pure 
Land Buddhism through a variety of essays from important and influential journals. It is common 
for people to look for a book to study a subject. However, there is a rich resource hidden in 
journals, which often sit untouched on library shelves in our universities.… 

“This volume proposes to remedy the situation by offering essays by noted scholars. The 
anthology reveals the serious intellectual and spiritual character of the teaching, while also 
enabling the reader to gain a perspective on its significance for modern society.” 

 

World Wisdom
 



 

An excerpt from the Foreword by Dr. Taitetsu Unno 

“Shin Buddhism is slowly becoming known in the world as an alternative to the monastic 
paths to liberation and freedom. Since it is rooted deeply in the everyday life of the lay populace, it 
is available to anyone: young or old, woman or man, good or evil. The articles contained in this 
anthology, covering a wide range of subject matters, will help the reader gain a broader 
knowledge and deeper appreciation for this unique lay-oriented path to Buddhahood. The editor, 
Alfred Bloom, has once again rendered a great service towards the introduction of Shin Buddhism 
and its relevance for the world today. It is another stellar achievement of a lifetime devoted to the 
study of Shinran and the practice of Jodo Shinshu.” 

What issues are addressed in 
Liv ng in Amida s Universal Vow ? i ’

 What is “Pure Land” Buddhism (particularly in its “Shin” school) and how does it differ from 
other forms of Buddhism such as Zen and Tibetan? 

 Why is “Shin” Buddhism, the most popular form of Buddhism in Japan, only now beginning 
to be discovered in the West? 

 What is the Amida Buddha’s message of compassion and his promise of “The Pure Land,” 
and how do adherents attain to that promise? 

Which readers will be interested in this book ? 

 Students of Buddhism will find this collection of essays invaluable in their studies. Drawing 
from many sources both ancient and modern, this anthology explores how this ancient 
teaching has maintained it contemporary relevance. 

 All spiritual seekers, regardless of religious affiliation, will find inspiration in the wisdom of 
these classics works of Shin Buddhism. 

Additional Publication Information 

 Living in Amida’s Universal Vow contains a foreword from Dr. Taitetsu Unno, who is 
regarded as America’s leading authority on Shin Buddhism. 

 It contains a full index and glossary of the key terms of Shin Buddhism contained in the work. 

 Living in Amida’s Universal Vow has an expected publication date of Spring 2004, and a 
retail price of $19.95 

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information 



Editor of the new release from World Wisdom 
 

Living in Amida’s Universal Vow 
 

Alfred Bloom 
 

Alfred Bloom was born in Philadelphia. After enlisting in the Army in 1944, he 
had the opportunity to study Japanese.  Greatly influenced by his Christian 
background, this occasion motivated his decision to become a missionary.  
However, an encounter with Buddhism stimulated his interest in other 
religions.  After graduating from a seminary, Bloom began his study of 
Buddhism.  Upon receiving a Fulbright grant, he traveled to Japan where he 
studied the life and thought of Shinran (1173-1262), the founder of Shin 
Buddhism.  In 1963, he completed his doctoral studies at Harvard University.  
Dr Bloom has since taught at a number of universities including the University 
of Oregon and the University of Hawaii.  After retiring from the University of 
Hawaii, Bloom became the Dean of the Institute of Buddhist Studies in 

Berkeley, California, a seminary and graduate school sponsored by the Buddhist Churches of America and 
affiliated with the Christian Graduate Theological Union.   
 
Throughout his 35-year career, Bloom has participated in the research and study of world religions and in 
the Buddhist-Christian dialogue.  He was ordained as a Shin minister and presently lives in Hawaii, where 
he is a member of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission and is active in ecumenical Buddhist activities. 
 
Dr. Bloom is the author of numerous books and articles, the most important of which is Shinran’s Gospel 
of Pure Grace, which has been translated into both Japanese and Korean.   

Praise for Previous Works by Alfred Bloom 

“The Tannisho…comes alive and relevant through Dr. Bloom’s perceptive insight into Shinran’s 
understanding of our human condition, and our relationship with Amida Buddha.  This publication is truly 
a significant addition to our collection of English works on Shin Buddhism.” 

- Yoshiaki Fujitani, Bishop, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
on Tannisho: A Source for Modern Living  

 
“The first systematic and 'theological' treatment in English on Shinran by a Western scholar.” 

- Rev. Dr. Kenneth K. Tanaka, Musashino Women's University, Tokyo, 
on Shinran’s Gospel of Pure Grace 

 
“…a significant contribution toward a deeper understanding of one of the most important figures in the 
history of Japanese Buddhism… Obviously the author is at home with his subject." 

- The Japanese Christian Quarterly on Shinran’s Gospel of Pure Grace  
 
“The Tannisho teaches the truth of leaving differences and disputes behind, letting ego and spiritual 
ambition go, the mysteries of the Vow and the Name, dropping it all, waking up, and going on. I celebrate 
the occasion of this marvelous sacred essay being brought into English together with Alfred Bloom’s 
engaging commentary.”  

- Gary Snyder, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
on Strategies For Modern Living: A Commentary With The Text Of The Tannisho 
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http://www.sweetstar.com/book/0962561819?PHPSESSID=7364ccf799d7fad02d67657885a72a5b


About the author of the foreword to 

Living in Amida’s Universal Vow 
 

Dr. Taitetsu Unno 
 

Dr. Taitetsu Unno is considered by many to be America's foremost authority 
on Pure Land Buddhism as developed by Honen and Shinran in thirteenth-
century Japan. 
 
Born in Japan, he immigrated to U.S. at the age of six.  After graduating from 
U.C. Berkeley, he received M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Buddhist Studies from 
Tokyo University. Having retired from Smith College in December 1998, 
Taitetsu Unno is now the Jill Ker Conway Professor Emeritus of Religion. He 
taught Buddhism and Japanese aesthetics at that institution since 1971. Dr. 
Unno is an ordained Shin Buddhist minister, and the founder and Sensei of 
the Northampton Shin Buddhist Sangha. He has published many articles 
and books on the subject of Shin or Pure Land Buddhism. His most famous 
works include, Shin Buddhism: Bits of Rubble Turn Into Gold; River of 
Fire, River of Water and Tannisho: A Shin Buddhist Classic.  

Selected Contributors to 
Living in Amida’s Universal Vow  

 
Dennis Hirota is professor of Asian Studies at Chikushi Jogakuen University in Japan. He is the head 
translator of the collected works of Shinran, and has published extensively on Pure Land Buddhist thought 
and Buddhist aesthetics in both English and Japanese. 
 
Kiyozawa Manshi (1863-1903), one of the most important Buddhist thinkers of the Meiji period, first 
president of Otani University, considered to be the father of modern Shin Buddhism. Kiyozawa was one of 
the first Japanese to receive a Western education. Just before Kiyozawa's death at age 40, he wrote his 
most famous work, My Religious Conviction. 
 
Soga Ryojin (1875-1910) was President of Otani University in Kyoto. He is considered one of the major 
Shin thinkers of the twentieth century. He was also a major contributor to Kaishin: The Open Spirit, which 
proved to be a small voice of protest in wartime Japan. 
 
Frithjof Schuon was the foremost expositor of the Perennialist perspective in the twentieth century. He is 
best known as a philosopher in the metaphysical current of Shankara and Plato, writing more than 25 
books on metaphysical and religious themes, and publishing other books of his selected paintings and 
mystical poetry. His analyses of spiritual problems facing modern people and societies were unique in 
content and style and continue to influence a new generation of Traditionalist/Perennialist thinkers. 
 
Daisetz T. Suzuki: The work of D. T. Suzuki should need no introduction to any student of Zen in the West.  
Starting in the 1920s and lasting till his death in 1966, Suzuki played a key role in the popularization of 
Buddhism in the Western world. Although his early work focused upon Zen Buddhism, in later life he 
increasingly concentrated on Shin Buddhism. His work was also largely responsible for a reawakening of 
interest in Zen in his native Japan. His long career resulted in 32 volumes of writing in Japanese, more than 
30 titles published in English, many lectures given around the world on Buddhism and comparative 
religion, and numerous students and collaborators who to this day have carried his work forward. 
 
 

Visit the “Press Room” at www.worldwisdom.com for more information 
 


